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Barbara  25 
BAKER  (also  Becker) 
Anna  17 

Anna  Maria h  17 
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Susan  1,13,14,15,18 
Susannah  14 
Tillie  15 
Veronica  13,14 
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Mary  Ann  44 
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Valentine  4 

BRECK 

Mary  Magdalene  17 
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Dr* Richard  31 
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Izora  1, 9,34 
William  James  9,36 
Cora  (Poe)  9,36 
Margaret  46 
Minnie  46 
BOOHER 

Catherine  33 
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Bessie  35 
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Maria  2o 
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Christian  2,lo 
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George  6 
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Harry  S#  7,8 
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Isaac  3,4,5,11 
Isaiah  1,5,6,7,13,15,18 
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Jacob  1,2, 3, 4, 9,10,11 
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Jane  6 
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John  1,4,5,6,10 
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Joseph  1,2,3,4,5,7,8,10,11 

Katrine  3 

Kenneth  Merriam  1,8,35,45 

Lavinia  1,5, 6, 7 

Lewis  12 

Levi  5 

Livey  5 

Lloyd  8 

Lowell  11 
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Lucille  8 

Lucinda  4 

Mary  3,5,6,7,8,10,11,15 
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Marie  8 
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Maria  4 
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Orland  8 

Peter  3 
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Raymond  8 
Rebecca  11 
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Sally  (Schroyer)  5 
Samuel  3,4,5,11 
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John  14 
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Florinda  33,34 
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EVANS 
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John  5 
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FIKE 
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porks* 

8ally  15 
Peter  15 
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Mr#  13 

FRETTZ  (also  Fritz,  Fretts) 
Cora  33 

Christian  37,38 
Rev*  A.J.  33 
Esther  37 
Fannie  3o 
FRICK(cr  Fricks) 

Daniel  6 
David  6 
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FURRY 
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GASTELLI 
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GOODMAN 
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GRAHAM 

Catherine  (Roberts)  31 
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Nancy  43 
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HARTSLER 
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Francis  2o 
HARRAUGH 
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NS/TMYER 

Susan  32 
Susannah  39 
Elizabeth  44 

NICELY  (or  Kneissley,Nissley) 
Sam  9 

Ann  27,28,29 
Martin  28,29 
NORTON 

Elizabeth  24 
0BERH0LTZ5R  (Overholt) 
FAMILY..... 37 
Agnes  29,37,38 
Anna  (md.Loucks)  29,38 
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Anm  (Beitler)  38 
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Christian  3o,38 
Catherine  38 
Elizabeth  27,29,30,38,39 
Esther  (Fretz)  37 
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John  37 
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Andrew  32 
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Andrew  4 
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John  16 
Mary  16 
REECE 

Mattie  6 
REEVES 

Rhoda  44 
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Baker,  Daniel  17 
Baker,  Jacob  17 
Baitler,  Jacob  30 
Bloufh,  Jacob  13 
Cable,  Abraham  21 
Cable,  Philip  21 
Coughenour,  Joseph’ 1 
Overholt,  Henry  38,39 
Stauffer,  Abraham  3o,36 
Strickler,  Jacob  44 

RINGER 

Pauline  17 
RISSER 

Michael  24 
Kinget  (Hiestand)  25 
ROADES 

Henry  20 
Gabriel  2o 
Jacob  2o 
John  20 

RUMBAUGH  ....  31 
SAYLOR  (also  Seilor) 

John  14 
Samuel  14 
Catherine  16 
SCHROCK 

Fanny  14 
SCHR0YER 
Sally  5 
SHAFFER 

Catherine  3 
Elizabeth  3 
SHEETZ 

Mary  1,3 
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George  17 

SHEHRICK  (also  Scherg) 

Anna  39 
Abraham  39 
Catherine  39 
Elizabeth  29,39 
Daniel  3g 
Henry  32,39 
John  29 
Joseph  39 
Katrina  3o 
Martin  39 
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SHORT 
Noah  15 
SIMMONS 
Linn,  7 
SMITH 

John  29 
SNODGRASS 

Emma  Orzella  8 
Albert  8 
Clarinda  8 


SNYDER 

Margaret  44 
SPBCHT 

George  14 
Daniel  14 
Mary  21 
STAATZ 

Lucretia  42 
Peter  43 

STACY,  William  44 
STAR  COKE  TJRKS...33 


-  STAUFFER  — 

(Also  spelled  Stover,  Stopher,  Stouffer,  Stofer, 

and  Stowfer) 


Aaron  31 
Aaron  Clark  31 
Anna  31,32,39 
Annie  31 

Ann  ( Hi  cely )  27 , 28 , 2  9 
Arab ell e  33,34 
Ann  29 
Alice  33 
Albert  33 
Albert  E*  35 
Anna  fOverholt- 
Loucks)  39 
Abram  33,34 
Abraham  22,27„28,29 
30,39 

«.gnes  23 
Amelia  24 
Annalee  24 
Amos  K.  26 

Benjamin  31 
Barbara  (Amweg )  25 
Barbara  24,25,27,28 
29,  and  3o 
Benjamin  R.  29 

Catherine  1,28,32,33, 
34,35,  and  39 
Catherine  (Roberts 

Graham)  31 

Catherine  (Hoke)  32,39 


Catherine  (Booher)  32,33 
Catherine  (Loucks)  3o 
Clyde  31 
Charles  W.  33 
Clara  Lillian  34 
Conrad  23 
Constance  24 
Christian  22,24,25,26 
27,28,  and  29 

David  3£,  34 
Daisy  May  33 
Daniel  24,25 
Dependence  24 


George  Wi 

33, 34„35 
George  V.  35 
Gertrude  23 
George  24 

Harry  Ansel  31 
Henry  22,24,32, 
33,39 
Hans  24, 25 
Hans  Ulrich  24 

Isaac  31 
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Edna  31,32,34 
Edward  E,  34  (twin  to 
Willie  E.  ) 

Emma  (Stuart)  33 
Emma  (Goodman)  31 
Emma  33 


Fannie  (Fretz)  3o 


Elizabeth  30,33,34,38 
Elizabeth  (Norton)  24 

(Overholt)  27, 30 
Winkle)  28 
Sherrick)  29 

(Meyers- 
Moyers)  3o 


Fern  32,34 

Florinda  (Ebersole)  33,34 
Frank  P.  33,34 
Frederic  of  Buren  23 
Frances  29 


See 
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Jan  35 

James  L*  33,34 
James  39 

Jacob  £2,24,25,28, 

39  and  44 
John  22,24,25,28 
oo  and  38 
J  esse  E*  34 
John  W*  3o 
Johannes  27 
John  T.  27,32,33,35, 

39  and  44 
Joseph  S*  33 , 3<± 

Josiah  24,39 

Katrina  (Sherrick)  30 
Kendig  (Miss )  25 
Kinget  (Hiestand)  24,25 

Lena  3L 
Lester  34 

Lovinia  (Johnston)  31  • 
Lucinda  (Hesalroad)  33, 
34,  and  35 

Lucy  33 

Lydia  31 

Lydia  (Moyer)  25 

Mary  24,28,30,31,33,34 
Mary  (FUrry)  3o 
"  (Herbert)  33 
#  (Newcomer)  3o,39 
M  a  ry  LI  <j  33 
Martha  33,34 
Matthias  24 
Mason  39 
May  35 
Martin  R.  33 
Meade  33,35 
Myrtle  31 
Maria  30,31,38 
Martin  24,27*29,30*39 

Nancy  3o 

Nellie  Florence  31 


Olive  31 

Peter  24 
Philip  24 

Rebecca  33 
Roy  35 
Ruth  35 

Stauffer  Family  22 
Sarah  32,39 
Samuel  22 
Sylvester  24 
Smith  39 
Sherman  M*  31 
Susan  33 

Susan  (Strickler)  27, 
32,33,35,,  and  39 
Susan  (Newmyer)  32 
Susannah  25 
Susannah  (Newmyer)  39 

Uriah  Hoover  30,31 

Veronica  22 

William  3L 
William  K.  25 
Willie  E,  (twin  to 
Edward  E. )  34 


STECK  ~  Ro  sanna.  13 
STEPHENS 

Hester  S.Loar  31 
S.B.  7,34 
Stubert  7,34 
Ha.zel  ( Coughenour)  7 ,34 
STEWART 

Elizabeth  44 
Enma  33 
Jacob  43 
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STRICKLER 


Anna  41,42,43 
Abraham'  43 

Barbara  3o,43,44 
Barbara  Ann  44 

Catherine  (Heath)  44 
Conrad  40 

Bavid  44 
General  Dan  42 

Elizabeth  44 

sf  (md  Stacy)  44 

(md  Mares on)  43 
"  (Halsmot)  43 

(Matchner)  43 
?r  (Stewart )  44 

<f  (Newmyer)  44 

Earl,  41,42 

George  Tf.  44 
Gustav  42 

Harry  M.  40,41 
Hans  Jacob  42 
Henrich  25 
Henry  44 


Klaus  41,42 

Lucretia  (Staats)  42,43 

Mary  Ann  (Hough)  44 
Mary  Jane  (Md* 

Governor  Leader)  42 
Mary  (md*Jno*Keen)  43 

(md*Longanecker)  44 
Maria  (Hough)  44 
Mary  (Fiscus)  44 
Maiy  Ann  (Boyd)  44 
Margaret  (Snyder)  44 

Nancy  (Groom)  43 

Peter  43 

Rudi,  the  monk  42 
Rhoda  (Reeves)  44 

Sarah  (Littell)  44 
Samuel  44 
Shadrach  43 
Strickler  crest  39p 
"  family 

Susan  27,32,33,39,  44 
Susanna  Garr  as  on  43 


Isaac  43  ,  44  Werner  41,42 

Wernly  41,42 

Jacob  40,42,43,44  William  43 

John  43,44 
Rev*  John  44 
Joseph  43,44 


STROHMAN 

John  5, 
STUDYBAKER 

Daniel  15 

SWAIN 

J  ohn  33 ,  34 
C'&JZ l‘Z.  George  21 


STWEITZER>  Samuel  3 
THOMAS,  Joseph  4 
TIMMERMAN,  Sally  13, 
TINTSMMN,  Christian  33 
Jacob  3o 
John  29 
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TITUS,  Cerak  43 


VJARDEN,  Capt*  Robert  33 
77ERTZ,  Mary  Alice  15,17 
VERSING,  Hays  33 


Luc  retie.  43 


Mary  43 


TREMPALA  ,  Geroge  F*  8 
TROTTER,  Calvin  T.  9,36 


Harriet  (Coughenour)  39 
Juliet  Kingsley  9,36 
Mary  Manning  9,35 
Thomas  9,36 


WINKLE,  Elizabeth  28 
YOTHERS,  Jonas  M«  33,34 
Clyde  34 

ZIMMERMANN,  Jacob  J*  14 
John  14 


WALKER,  Jacob  20 


Mary  (Polly)  21 
Matilda  Dorothy  21 


End 


The  following  is  taken  from  the  Book  '’Forerunners'1  by  Harry  M* 
Strickler,  page  2o4,  and  is  of  interest  to  the  Strickler  and  Merriam 
families* 

"Mr.  John  W*  Merriam  is  a  manufacturer  of  cigars  at  139  Maidem 
Lane,  N.Y.City.  His  sign  is  in  the  building-is  the  bulldog  '’John  W* 
Merriam  &  Co,  ,  Habana  Segar  Makers  and  Importers,  139  Maiden  Lane,  N^Y*" 

A  beautiful  picture  of  Merriam’ s  Corner,  showing  the  old  home,  and  rock 
fence,  whereon  is  the  tablet  commemorating  the  spot  where  the  first  blood 
was  shed  in  the  Revolution,  is  carried  in  each  box  of  cigars* 

Mr*  Merriam  was  born  at  Sandwich,  HI,  but  he  has  been  in  N*Y.- 

since  1898*  He  says  -  my  father  Dr*  Albert  L.  Merriam,  b*.  2-1-1810  at 

Merriam’ s  Corner  near  Concord,  Mass*,  the  farm  where  the  first  blood  was 
shed  in  the  Revolution*  He  graduated  as  a  Physician  and  Surgeon  at 
Bellevue  College  and  Hospital  in  1833*  He  went  to  California  in  1849, 
and  was  one  of  the  founders  of  Marysville,  California*  He  returned  to 
Chicago  in  1854  and  married  cy  mother,  Mary  Elizabeth  Strickler  (who  was 
born  at  Luray  Va*  Dec.  19,1833,  daughter  of  John  B*  and  Barbara  Brubaker 
Strickler)  on  Sept*  12,  1855* 

My  grandfather  was  Major  John  Buswell  Strickler  -  am  not  sure 
about  the  MAJOR  coming  from  the  Militia  or  the  Mexican  ’lar*" 


THE  COUGHTNOUR  CREST 


A  heraldic  description: 

Arms - Or,  a  chevron  azure  between  three 

crescent  gules 

Crest  - -A  unicorn’s  head  argent,  horned 

and  maned  Or 

Reference:  Bardsley's  book  gives  the  origin 
of  family  names,  and  Fox-Da  vies 
gives  the  origin  and  meaning  of 
heraldic  symbols. 

Gold  color  always  means  Gold  (Or) 


RALPH  STAUFFER  COUGHENOUR 


All  direct  generations  are  in  Roman  Numerals: 

I.  Jacob  Coughenour  (also  spelled  Gochinor,  Gaughenor,  Kochinor,  etc.) 
born  in  Switzerland,  died  in  1800  —  Married  Mary  Sheetz 

*11.  Joseph  Coughenour,  b.  *4-18-1754,  d.  1833, 

married  Anna  Barbara - b.  3-10-1762,  d.  in  1842 


III. John  Coughenour,  b.  1800  in  Somerset  County,  Pa.  d„.  1859 

married  Catherine  Moyer,  born  in  Somerset  County,  Pa.  1803, 

died  in  Somerset  County  in  1885. 


IV. Isaiah  Coughenour,  b.  in  Somerset  County,  Pa.  3-2-1828  d.  1872 
Isaiah  was  a  twin  of  Lavinia. 

Isaiah  married  Susan  Blough,  b.  1824,  d.  1-15-1889 


V.  Benjamin  Fraj^klin  Coughenour,  b.  Westmoreland  County,  Pa..  12-4-1852 
d.  Febr.8,  1920.  He  married  Catherine  Stauffer,  born  in 
Westmoreland  County,  Pa.  7-27-1852,  d.  7-8-1935 


VI.  Ralph  Stauffer  Coughenour,  br  LaCrosse,  Kansas  6-17-1887. 

Md.r  (1)  Edith  Merriam,  b.  1890,  d.  10-31-1936 

(2)  Izora  S.  Brooks,  b.  Denison.  Ohio  6-13-1896 
(Known  as  Zoe  B.  Coughenour) 

DiED-S^'l  catTV  <°»z:  —  1/3 1  rl  y 
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*11.  Revolutionary  War  Soldier,  Joseph  Coughenour  1754-1833 


His  record:  Joseph  Goghenour  (Coughenour) 

Pa.  Archives  5th  Series  Vol.  7,  page  435 
Hempfield  Township,  1782  —  June  4th  -  8th 
Co.  4th  Batt.  L.-C .Militia,  Capt. James 
Beard  8th  class  -  Pvt..  Joseph  Goghenoower 


Kenneth  Merriam  Coughenour,  son  of  Ralph  S.  Coughenour,  is  a 
member  of  the  Illinois  Society  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution, 
Illinois  No.  4850  -  National  No.  86393,  and  is  the  first  of 
the  Coughenour  family  to  list  a  Coughenour  as  a  Rev.  War  soldier 
and  file  his  record. 


THE  COUGHENOURS 


The  first  we  know  of  this  family  is  the  information  taken  from 
the  "Pennsylvania  German  Pioneers"  by  Strassberger  &  Hinke,  showing 
excerpts  from  original  ship  lists  at  Philadelphia,  Pa,  1727  to  1808. 

Ship  List  19  -  Ship  "Samuel"  Capt.  Hugh  Percey,  from 

Rotterdam,  Holland,  arrived  at  Philadelphia  Aug.  11,  1732; 

Jacob,  aged  20  (signed  his  own  name) 

Katrina,  age  18  (signed  X) 

Christian,  age  17  (signed  X) 

From  Mrs.  Robt.  C.  Clarke,  State  Genealogist  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  State  Chairman  of  Credentials,  Pennsylvania  State  Society  of  Daughters 
of  the  American  Colonists  (her  address,  2o3--  W.  Park  Ave.,  Myersto/m,  Pa.) 

I  learn  the  following: 

"Jacob,  Christian  and  Katherine  Gochnauer  are  found  in  Lancaster 
Co.,  Pa.  after  they  arrived  on  the  SAMUEL,  and  Katherine’s  name  on  the 
ship  list  is  shown  *s  Katherine  Goucherin.  The  ’in’  on  the  end  of  her 
name  is  the  feminr'ne  way  of  ending  the  family  name."  Mrs.  Clarke  also 
says:  "Palatine  imports,  which  means  your  husband  and  his  children, 
are  eligible  for  Huguenot  Society". 

So,  from  all  later  information  we  have  been  able  to  obtain,  this 
group  of  young  Coughenours  that  arrived  on  the  "Samuel"  is  OUR  group,  altho 
it  is  undoubtedly  true  that  they  came  over  to  join  another  branch  of  the 
Coughenour  family  -  i.e.,  Joseph  Coughenour,  who  died  at  an  advanced  age 
in  1764,  a  Mennonite  from  Switzerland,  who  settled  in  Lancaster  County,,  Pa. 
This  branch  of  the  Coughenours  has  been  given  me  by  Miss  Ella  R.  Dean  of  New 
Salem,  Ill.  It  is  exceptionally  complete  and  authenticated  in  every  way, 
but  I  cannot  tie  her  branch  in  with  my  husband’s  branch  of  the  Coughenours, 
so  it  must  be  assumed  that  our  young  Coughenours  came  over  to  join  their 
relatives  already  here.  It  is  thought  that  Jacob  was  a  young  brother  of 
Joseph  Coughenour  (Miss  Dean’s  line),  for - 

The  Reverend  Ira  D.  Landis,  Historian  of  the  Mennonite  Society, 
Bareville,  Pa..  (Route  1)  tells  me: 

"The  Joseph  Gochenauer  farm  in  Mannheim  Township,  Pa.  was  sold 
when  Jacob  left.  This  Jacob  went  on  to  York  County......." 

Historians  have  told  me  that  the  name  Coughenour  is  French  in 
origin.  When  the  family  escaped  from  France  because  of  the  Nantes  Edict 
of  1598  and  its  Revocation  in  1685,  they  settled  in  the  northern  end  of 
Switzerland  near  the  Palatinate  of  Germany,  and  there  intermarried  with 
the  Swiss  and  German  families.  Thus,  they  gradually  became  German  speaking 
and  the  family  name  took  on  a  'aerman  spelling,  which  is  shown  in  many  forms, 
apparently  written  at  the  whim  of  some  clerk  or  illiterate  person  who  did 
not  know  the  correct  spelling  and  so  put  it  down  phonetically.  Hence,  we 
have  Coughenour  spelled  Goghenor,  Gochinor,  Kochinower,  Gaughenauer,  Gauch- 
enir,  Cocanower,  etc. 
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The  next  we  learn  of  Jacob  and  his  wife  Mary  Sheetz,  whom  he 
seems  to  have  married  either  in  Lancaster  County,  or  York  County,  Pa, 
is  that  they  settled  in  Hagerstown,  Maryland  in  1772.  Many  of  the  early 
settlers  of  lower  Pa.  went  over  the  line  a  few  miles  to  settle  in  Md. 


The  information  below  is  given  to  me  by  Mr.  Eber  Cockley, 
President  of  the  Somerset  County,  Pa,  Historical  and  Genealogical  Society, 
of  which  I  am  a  member,  and  Mr,  Cockley  says  that  this  information  is 
taken  from  the  records  of  the  Cambria  County,  Pa.  History: 

I.  Jacob  Gouchenour  (died  in  1800)  md.  Mary  Sheetz.  He  came  from 
Switzerland,  and  in  177  2  came  to  Hagerstown,  Md,  He  was  b,  in  1712.. 
Children: 

Joseph  (1754-1833)  Md.  Barbara  -  to  Somerset  Co..  Pa, 

Eavid ,  Md.  Ann  -  to  Huntington  Co,  Pa. 

Mary,  md.  Samuel  Leighty  -  to  Bedford  Co,  Pa. 

Isaac,  md.  Nancy  -  to  Loudon  Co.  Va, 

Jacob,  to  Augusta  Co.  Va.  (see  later  data  on  him)See  p.ll 
Abraham  -  to  Maryland 

Elizabeth,  md.  Samuel  Sweitzer  -  went  to  Ohio,  thence  Kentucky. 
Also  listed  as  children  of  Jacob  and  Mary  were: 


Christ) . Christ  md.  Catherine  Shaffer,  went  to 

and  ) twins  (1772-  )Allegheny  Twp. ,  Somerset  Co.  Pa. 
Peter  ) . Peter  md.  Elizabeth  Shaffer 


From  records  of  the  Berlin  Reformed  Church,  Somerset  Co.,  Pa.  the 
following  baptismal  records  were  taken: 

Gen.  II.  Joseph  Coughenour  b  4-18-1754  d.  1833  (Baptized  Dec.  16,  1797  as  adult) 
His  wife,  Barbara  b. 3-10-1762  d.  1849  "  "  ”  " 

Twins:  Peter  and  Christian,  b.  8-21-1772  were  baptized  at  the  same 
time  and  their  parents  listed  as  Joseph  and  Barbara.  This 
is  not  possible  since  it  would  make  Barbara  only  10  years  old 
at  the  time  of  their  birth,  so  it  is  therefore  assumed  that 
Peter  and  Christian  (Christ)  were  children  of  Jacob  I,  and 
■•"hat  they  were  living  with  their  brother  Joseph  and  baptized 
at  the  same  time  that  Joseph  and  Barbara  were  baptized. 

Will  No.  25  of  Somerset  Co,  Pa.  1835  of  Joseph  Coughenour  of 
Northampton  Township,  wife  Barbara,  filed  Aug.  1842  in  Orphan’s 
Court,  rules  for  sale  of  real  estate  and  lists  widow  (Barbara) 
as  deceased: 

Children  of  Joseph  and  Barbara: 

1.  John  Jacob  b.  9-12-1789  d.  10-6-1789  (not  quite  1  mo.  old) 

2.  Mary,  md.  Joseph  Lowry  (Mary  deceased  by  1842) 

3.  Joseph,  Jr.  b.  17  92,  md.  Catherine  Miller. 

4.  Samuel  (deceased),  his  widow  Elizabeth  and  9  children  listed. 

5.  John,  b.  1800  d.  1859,  md.  on  11-12-1822  to  Catherine  Moyer 

6.  David 

7.  Isaac  b.  1806,  d.  1850. 

(all  children  except  those  deceased  signed  deed 
transfer  5-6-1857 ) 
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No..  3  above  -  Joseph  and  Catherine  Miller  Cough enour  are  listed  as 

Family  #71  in  Allegheny  Township,  census  of  1850* 

No.  4  above  -  Samuel  and  Elizabeth  Coughenour's  family  are  No,  58 

in  same  census,  same  place* 

No,  5  above  -  John  and  Catherine  Coughenour  listed  as  family  #21, 

same  census,  same  place. 

(Following  is  known  history  of  children  of  Joseph  and  Barbara,  Gen.  II, 
indicated  by  listed  numbers) 

No.  3.  JOSEPH  COUGHENOUR  (b.  10-10-1791/2)  married  Catherine  Miller  on 
4-8-1821,  Family  #71,  also  listed  in  court  docket: 

This  family  also  found  on  p.  57  6  of  the  old  Bedford  and  Somerset 
County  History  —  Orphan’s  Court  Rule  1,  Feb*1864  listed  heirs,  some 
Children:  a..  Abraham  b..  1-10-1828  might  be  grandchildren. 

b. *  Maria  b.  2-12-1830  md.  Benjamin  Blough  and  went 

to  Westmoreland  Co.  Pa. 

c. .  Ann  b.  1-7-1831 

d.  •  Cordelia  b.  5-10-1833  md,  Andrew  Poorbaugh 

e. .  Susannah  b.  5-10-1838 

f. ..  David  (went  to  Westmoreland  Co,.  Pa) 

g.  .  William 

h-T  Elizabeth,  md.  Joseph  Thcmas 

i.  *  Delilah,  md.  Valentine  Bridaham 

j. ,  Jacob,  went  to  Bedford  Co,Pa.  He  was  born  in 

and  married  Hetty  Evans  in  1841.  See  page  322 
Westmoreland  History* 

No. 4  SAMUEL  and  Elizabeth  Coughenour  -  Family  58  in  1850  census  of 
Allegheny  Township. 

Children:  a..  Lucinda  b.  10-20-1867  (This  date  sounds  wrong  to  me) 

b.  Isaac  b  1-16-1825  (He  was  Justice  of  Peace  in  Alllegheny 

Township  in  1855  and  1862) 

c.  Daniel  b.  11-26-1827,  resided  on  Lewis  Hartge  fam 

near  Johnsburg.  His  wife  was  born  5-4-1834  on 
£  rank  Emerick  fanu;  she  was  a  daughter  of 
Jonathan  and  Mary  (Shaffer)  Burkhart,  granddaught er  of 
Jacob  Burkhart  in  whose  home  first  religious  service 
of  record  (communion)  in  that  section  was  held  Nov.3, 
1G~4,  farm  of  August  Grenke  (Lutherans),  Her  sister, 
Elizabeth  Burkhart  Treadwell,  was  born  6-17-1831.. 

(This  record  furnished  by  Mrs.  John  L*  Coughenour, 
Fairhope,  Pa.) 

d.  Lovina  b.  2-21-1829 

e.  Samuel  b.  4-3-1831 

(see  page  5  for  continuation  of  this  family) 
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Continuation  of  children  of 

No.-  4  -  Samuel  and  Elizabeth  Coughenour 

f.  .Elizabeth,  md.  John  Fair  1-2-1849 

g.  .Sarah  b.  9-2-1835 

h.  .Mar y  b„  3-6-1839 

i.  .Rachel  ) 


twins 


j..Ann  ) 


b.  8-4-1841 


No..  7-  ISAAC  COUGHENOUR  (11806 — 4/10/1850)  md.  Sally  Schroyer  on  10-15-1829, 
Children:  a..Livey  b„3-23-183o 

b. . Elizabeth  b.  4-7-1833 

c. . Joseph  b.  9-10-1834 
d„ .Solomon  b.  9-23-1837 

e.  .James  b. 6-30-1840 

f. . Samuel  b. 11-8-1843  md.  Barbara  Kann,  and  had; 

Samuel,  Daniel  (moved  to  Indiana), 
Mary  (married  John  Strohman),  and 
Elizabeth  (md.  Henry  Myers), 

g.  .Rachel  b.  6-30-1850 


Gen. Ill  -  JOHN  COUGHENOUR  (Child  No.  5  of  Gen,  II) 

John  Coughenour  (1800-1859)  married  on  11-12-1822  to 
Catherine  Moyer  (1803-1885).  They  were  both  born  in  Somerset 
County,.  Pa,  and  were  married  in  the  Reformed  Church  near  Berlin,,  Pa. 
It  is  not  known  where  John  is  buried,  but  Catherine  is  buried  in 
Mt,  Lebaron  Cemetery  near  Glencoe,  Pa.,  near  the  grave  of  her 
son  Herman  Coughenour. 

John  Coughenour’ s  Will  No,  13  was  filed  in  1859,  with  follow¬ 
ing  information:  John  Coughenour  of  Northampton  Township  (180  acre 
farm).  On  Sept.  1,  1865  his  widow,  Catherine,  signed  renunciation 
as  executor  in  favor  of  her  son,  Levi,  who  was  appointed  Administra¬ 
tor  by  the  Orphan’s  Court.  Among  other  items  listed  in  Administra¬ 
tor’s  account  were:  widow  Catherine  received  $53.38;  Josiah  re¬ 
ceived  $13.-60;  Herman  received  $8.00;  listed  as  purchasing  articles 
at  the  sale  were  widow,  Herman,  David  and  Emeline.- 
The  children  of  John  and  Catherine  were; 

a. .  Levi  b..  1828 

b .  .  H  enry 

c. .  Herman  b.  12-15-1824 

d.  .  John  1825-1862  (killed  by  Indians,  buried  in  Miller  Conetery, 

e.  .-  Josiah  b.  10-22-1826  Allegheny  Township 

f. .  Isaiah ,  (1828-1872)  md.  Susan  B lough  (1825-1889) 

g.  .  David 

h. .  Mary 

i.  .  Rachel 

j. .  Emeline 

k. .  Lavina  (twin  to  Isaiah,  b.  3-2-1828) 

l. ..  Cordelia 

(It  is  said  that  John  and  Catherine  had  14  children, 
but  this  is  all  I  can  find  in  the  records) 
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All  records  on  <John  Coughenour’ s  family  taken  from  Lutheran-Reformed 
Church  and  cemetery  records  in  possession  of  Somerset  County  Historical 
Society,  Somerset,,  Pa-,  and  some  from  old  Westmoreland  County,  Pa.  books  in 
possession  of  Ralph  Stauffer  Coughenour. 

(Note:  Nothing  yet  has  been  found  regarding  Catherine  Moyer’s 
parents  or  family.  When  this  information  is  located,  a  write-up 
on  the  Moyers  will  be  added  to  this  family  history.  Zoe) 

Histoiy  of  John  and  Catherine’s  children: 

Gen..  Ill  -  a.  Levi  b-  1823  md.  Eliza - b.  1830 •  This  is  family  #43  in 

1850  census  of  Allegheny  Township 

Their  children:  Simon,  died  at  Wellersburg  on  6-22-1858 

John,  b.  1847 
Emma  b.  11-17-1866 

Matilda  b-  1-16-1866  I 

Josiah  who  had  a  son  Harvey,  and 

Harvey  had  a  son  Wilmer  Coughenour, 

Route  5  -  Somerset,  Pa- 

b.  Henry  -  Nothing  is  known  of  him. 

c.  Herman  -  b.  12-15-1824  d.  in  1907.  Married  a  woman  named 

Margaret.  Both  are  buried  in  Mt.  Lebanon  Cemetery,  near 
Glencoe,  Pa.  Herman  was  a  cabinetmaker. 

children:  Frank,  who  had  a  son  Cloyce  George  b.  11-4-1911, 

who  married  Marian  .....  lives  at  Glencoe,  Pa*, 
and  has  a  sister  b.  1909  d.  1955,  also  a 
brother  b.  1913 
Benjamin 
Amos 
George 
John 
Emma 

Catherine 

Jane 

d.  John  (1825-1862)  who  was  killed  by  Indians 

e.  Josiah  b.  10-22-1826 

£•*  Isaiah,  b.  1828-1872  md.  Susan  Blough  (1825-1889)  md.  on 
12-12-1850.  Isaiah  is  Gen-  IV- 
g-  David  b.  11-6 -183o 

h.  Mary  b.  9-15-18—  d.  1864,  md.  in  1845  to  Daniel  Fricks  b.1817 
Had  children:  David  C-  Frick  b.ll -17-1846  at  Westmore¬ 
land  City,  Pa-  and  md-  Mattie  Reece  on  4-26-1874.  She 
was  born  1855,  and  they  had  6  children-  Next  child  of 

Mary  and  Daniel  Bricks  was  Priscilla,  and  one  child  is 
dead- 

i-  Rachel  b.  1839. 

j.  Bneline  b.  1841 

k.  Lavina,  twin  to  Isaiah  b.  3-2-1828. 

1-  Cordelia  b.  4 -  1836 


( 
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Gen.  IV  —  ISAIAH  COUGHENOUR.  From  an  old  book  on  Westmoreland  County,  Pa. 
the  following  was  taken: 

Isaiah  Coughenour  was  the  son  of  John  Coughenour  and  Catherine 
Moyer  Coughenour.  He  was  born  and  raised  on  a  fam  in  Somerset  County 
and  moved  to  a  farm  in  Bullskin  township  when  he  was  21.  In  1868  he  pur¬ 
chased  a  farm  upon  whifah  he  resided  for  four  years  in  or  near  Connellsville, 

He  then  went  to  Tyrone  township  in  Fayette  County  where  he  bought  another  farm 
and  died  there  in  1872.  He  served  as  a  supervisor  and  constable  and  was  a 
member  of  the  Baptist  Church.-  In  1850  he  married  Susan,  daughter  of 
Benjamin  Blough.  (See  Blough  history  in  th5  s  write-up) 

Susan  was  born  in  1824  at  Somerset.  She  died  at  New  Haven  on  Jan, 
15,  1889.  Their  union  was  blessed  with  eight  children. 


Isaiah  Coughenour  (and  his  twin  sister,  Lavinia )  were  born 
March  2,  1828.-  He  died  12-5-1872.  On  12-12-1850  he  married  Susan  Blough, 

b.  in  1.825.,  d.  1-15-1889  at  New  Haven,,  Pa, 

See  following  paragraphs  for  each  child’s  family  history. 
Children: . .a.  .Benjamin  Franklin  Coughenour  b.  12-4-1852  d,Feb,8,.192o. 

b. . Joseph  b.  8-18-1853 

c. .Mary  b..  1-24-1856,  md»  llohn  Milton  Hastings 

d. . David  R,  b..  12-11-1857  ,  married  woman  named  Cora - 

e.  .Jennie  R,  b.  10-25-1859,  died  7-17-1880  unmarried 

f. . William,  b.  6-29-1861  Md.  Linn  Simmons  9-11-1892 

g.  .Harry  S.  b.  12-24-1863  md.  1888  to  Belle  Harbaugh 

d.  3-14-1944  b.  1867  d.  1950 

h.  .James 


Gen,  V - 


Children: 


,a.  in 


Benjamin  Franklin  Coughenour,  b.  12-4-185.2  d.Fefe?8,  1920,  On 
7-1-1875  he  married  Catherine  Stauffer  b.  7-27-1852,  d.  7-8-1935. 

See  Stauffer  lineage  later  in  this  write-up.  Benjamin  Franklin 
Coughenour,  his  wife  Catherine,  and  their  son  John  S,  are  buried 
in  Mt.  Hope  Cemetery,  Kansas  City,  Kansas. 

a.  Albert  F.  b.  6-20-1876,  d.  12-3-1883  buried  Westmoreland  Co.  P; 

b.  John  S.  b.  8-17-1878  d.  5-24-1951  f  unmarried,)  ,  Mt. Pleasant  C 

c.  Ernest  D,  b.  12-13-1882,  d,  5-10- 1885, buried  in  Mt. Pleasant  Cemetery. 

d.  Ralph  Stauffer  Coughenour,  b,  6-17-1887  at  LaCrosse,  ^nsas 

e.  Hazel,  b.  3-21-1890  —  married  S.B.  Stephens  on  4-6-1921 

Son  -  Stubert  B.  Stephens  b.  11-15-1925 
They  live  at  5305  Mission  Woods  Terrace, 

Shawnee,  Mission,  Kansas 


em. 


IV-b - Joseph  Warren  Coughenour,  b.  8-18-1853,  d. 

Married  (1)  -  Name  of  wife  unknown 

children:  (  Allen,  Major  in  U.S,Army,  died  at  45 

Twin  (  years  of  age,  buried  at 

of  (  Arlington  Cemetery,  Washington  , 

(  D..C, 

continued  on  page  8 
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Allen* s( 

twin. .  (Albert ,  md.  Mayme  R*  (1st  marr) 

ch.  Francine,  md.Geo.F.Trempala 
Allen  J.  1935  Lugo  Ave., 

San  Bernadine,  Calif. 

Joseph  Coughenour  married  (2)  Emma  Orzella  Snodgrass,  daughter  of 
Albert  Snodgrass  and  Clarinda  Wolford  Snodgrass.  To  this  union 
the  following  children  were  born: 

a.  Clay  —  deceased.  Father  of  Orland  Coughenour,  137  B.S. Cordova, 

Burbank,  Califs 
Marvin  K*  -  27  Peach  Blosscm  Lane, 

Middletown,  N*J. 

b.  Lloyd 

c.  Lucile,  md.  John  Keil  (deceased)  —  1110  W.3rd,  Coffeyville,  Kans* 

one  child:  John  | 

IV. c — Mary  Catherine  (Mollie) ,  married  John  Milton  Hastings 
children: 

a.  Lena  Ree,  md.  J.W*  Johansen  (deceased)  no  issue 

2710  E.  Hedrick  Rd..,  Tucson,  Ariz* 

b.  Claire  Etta  md.  Ellis  B.  Harlan 

Dau:  Nancy  Ree  Kolb 

c.  Sterling  Stauffer  Hastings 

IV. d —  David  R.  Married  Cora  - 

a.  Raymond,  404  Morgantown  St.,  Uniontown,  Pa* 

b.  Marie  (deceased) 

IV.  g-  Harry  S. Coughenour  b.  12-24-1863  d.  3-14-1944  at  Uniontown,  Pa* 
married  in  1888  to  Belle  Harbaugh  b.  1867  d.  1950: 

a.  Noble  (drowned  in  Ohio  River  at  16  years  of  age) 

b.  Victor  R.  md.  Belle -  235  No*  Gallatin  Ave., 

ch:  Janice  Uniontown,  Pa* 

Dale 

Doris 

IV.a— Ben.jamin  Franklin  Coughenour,  who  is  Generation  V.. 

B  l'“'~/-~iP52  dFeo .8,  1920.  On  7-1-1875  he  married  Catherine 
Stauffer,  b.  7-27-1852,  d..  7-8-1935* 

Children: 

See  Generation  V,  page  7 

Gen*  3o^(3lTyA^» 

VI - .RALPH  STAUFFER.  COUGHENOUR.  He  waSi  born  6-17-1887  at  La  Crosse,  Kans* 

On  11-15-1911  he  married  £>  \-  3  -  tCj  yj  ^  y  y 

(1)  Edith  Merriam,  b.  7-15-1890  at  Kansas  City,,  Kans.,  d*  10-31-1936. 
children: 

a.  Kenneth  M. Coughenour  b.  10-17-1913  in  Kansas  City  Kansas, 
md..  Marian  Wood  Johnson  b.  8-11-1912,  md.  on  8-30-1937,  dau* 
of  William  Wood  Johnson  and  Irene  Everett  Johnson,  Springfield,. t 
ch:  Ann  Catherine  b.  4KL9-1940  Chicago,  Ill* 

Edith  Irene  b.  9-13-1941  "  »» 

(continued  on  page  9) 
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( Children  of  Kenneth  M.Coughenour  continued) 

[William  Johnson  )  b#  8-26-1947 ,  Atlanta,  Ga, 
Twins! Ralph  Stauffer  ) 

John  Michael  b.  2-2-1949  Chicago,  Ill. 

Sarah  Elizabeth  b.  12-21-1953  Jackson,  Miss.. 


b.  Harriet  Merriam  Coughenour,  b.  12-11-1915  Chicago,  Ill. 

Married  Calvin  T.  Trotter,  son  of  George  and  Grace  Manning 
Trotter  of  Pueblo,  Colo: 

children:  Mary  Manning  b.  5-17-1941  New  Orleans,  La. 
Thomas  b.  9-10-1943  Dallas,  Tex. 

Juliet  Kingsley  b,  11-8-1949  Sioux  Falls,  S.D.. 


c.  Ralph  Merriam  Coughenour  b.  8-8-1917,  Chicago,  Ill. 

Married  on  2-1-1941  to  Virginia  Marie  Martindale,  b.  4-29-1918 
at  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  dau..  of  Russell  W.  and  Louise  Gray  Martindale 
children:  Catherine  Gray  Coughenour,  b.  3-7*-l946,  Columbus,  Ohio 

Ralph  Stauffer  Coughenour 

married  (2)  Izora  Sarah  Brooks,  on  May  28,  1943,  at  Christ  Church  Cathedral, 
St. Louis,  Missouri.  She  was  born  6-13-1896  at  Benison,  Ohio.,  dau.  of 
William  James  Brooks  and  Cora  Elizabeth  (Poe)  Brooks, 
no  children. 


Interesting  information 
about  the  Coughenours 


Maryland  Historical  Magazine,  Vol.  12.  Page  160  -  April  2g,  1776. 

Proceeding  of  the  committee  of  observation  for  Elizabeth  Town 
District,  Washington  County  —  It  is  ordered  that  the  clerk  issue  summons 
directed  to  the  several  captains  for  the  aforesaid  men  to  appear  before  the 
committee  to  shew  cause  why  they  did  not  enroll  and  associate,  agreeable  to 
the  resolves  of  the  convention  and  shall  not  be  fin’d  and  obliged  to  deliver 
up  their  arms  except  pistols  to  this  committee. 

Returned  by  Capt.  John  Cellars  —  Jacob  Coughinour  (Generation  I) 

Page  326  —  On  application  being  made  by  the  sundry  persons  hereafter  mentioned 
that  they  are  distressed  and  unable  to  pay  the  several  fines  against  them  as 
non-enrollers  and  after  considering  the  reasons,  this  committee  have  thought 
fit  to  remit  to  Jacob  Coughinour  -  .-2.00 - 

Vol.  13,  Page  245  -  Treasurer  of  Washington  County,.  Dec..24,  177  6.  For  so  much 
received  from  the  Dunkars  and  Menonist  for  their  fines,  viz: 

Jacob  Coughinour  3..Q.0. 


Coughenours,  cont’d. 
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3rd  Series  of  Pa.  Magazine. Vol.  17 

Page  256  (1772)  John  Coughenour,  freeman  .15-0  tax  -  Conestoga  Twp. Lancaster 
”  233  Conestoga  Twp.,  Lancaster  Co.  1772 

Jacob  Goughenour  -  100  acres,  3  horses,  4  cattle  -  0.14.0  tax 
Jacob  Goughenour,  Jr  »•  100  "  2  "  2  '*  0.12.1  ” 

Page  55  J no. Goughenour, freeman  (1771)  ..15.0  tax  -  Con.Twp.Lan  Co. 

"  52  1771  -  Jacob  Goughenour  -  100  acres,  4  horses,  3  cattle  .15.0  tax 

Jacob  Goughenour, Jr •-  100  "  .12.0  ,f 

Vol.  11, 

Page  176  -  Chester  County  -  Coventry  rate. 

Johannas  Coughaner  (grist  mill)  304  acres, 3  horses,  7  cattle, 

7  sheep,  1  serv. 

Vol..  25 

Page  527  -  Bedford  County 

Jno  &  David  Coughnour  -  2  acres  -  surveyed  Nov. 24,  1843. 

Vol. .24 

Page  380  -  Lancaster  County. 

Joseph  Coughannour  -  403  acres  -  surveyed  Apr. 15,  1740 
Page  4L2  -  County  of  Lancaster 

John  Coughnour  -  105  acres  -  surveyed  Jan.24,  1733. 


From  the  Lancaster  County,  Pa.  index  to  Wills  and  administrations 
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One  of  the  most  complete  family  histories  the  writer  has  received  is 
from  Miss  Ella  R.  Dean,  R.F-D-No.  1- Box  48,  New  Salem,  Illinois*  Her 
lineage  starts  with 

Joseph  (Goghenour)  Coughenour  who  died  between  Jan-7,  and  Jan-24,  1764; 
a  Mennonite  from  Switzerland;  settled  in 'Lancaster  Co,,  Pa,  took  up 

land  in  174o;  and  was  married  (2)  to  Elizabeth - . 

It  is  believed  that  this  same  Joseph  Coughenour  is  the  brother  of  our  Jacob 
Coughenour  Gen,  I,  for  there  is  no  Jacob  mentioned  in  the  list  of  Joseph’s 
children - 

Miss  Dean’s  information  re  her  ancestors  is  from  Kauffnfin-Coffman 
Family  Lineage,  page  23,  also  from  Register  of  Wills,  Lancaster  Co,.  Pa- 

A-l-246. 

Her  line  includes  the  f airily  names  of  Cauffman,  Newcomer,  Cassel,  Neff, 
Lorentz  (Lawrence),  Likely,  Moreland,  Taylor,  Cobbey,  Dean,  Chitwood,  Fielding, 
and  Oliver.  It  is  too  voluminous  to  include  in  this  write-up  and  since  it  is 
not  pertinent  to  our  line  of  Coughenours,  it  is  not  included-  However,  should 
anyone  be  interested  in  Miss  Dean's  line,  copy  of  same  may  be  obtained  from 

this  writer;  preferably  from  the  Somerset  Co.  Pa.  Historical  and  Genealogy  Society, 
Somerset,  Pa-  who  will  have  this  history  in  their  files- 

The  writer  has  the  names  and  addresses  of  many,  many  Coughenours  who  are 
scattered  all  over  the  country,  with  a  preponderance  of  them  in  Pennsylvania- 
These  names  and  addresses  will  go  in  the  Master  Scrap  Book  which  will  be  made, 
including  pictures,  etc.,  of  my  husband’s  family, 

A  letter  dated  6-23-1959  from  Mrs.  Margaret  Coughenour,  widow  of  Clarence 
Swanson  Coughenour  —  P.O.Box  151,  Cheshire,  Ohio,  says  he  was  a  son  of 
Joseph  Coughenour.  A  cousin  J.  Ed  Bing  was  91  years  old  in  1958  and  his 
mother  was  Martha,  dau.  of  Jacob  Coughenour. 

Mr.  C.A.  Ludwig,  Route  1  Box  70,  Maurertown,  Va-  is  chairman  of  the  yearly 
reunion  of  Gochenaur  family,  1st  Sunday  of  August  each  year  at  Dunkle’s  Grove, 
near  Woodstock,  Va.  Chart  of  this  branch  of  Coughenours  is  in  the  writer’s 
possession  but  we  cannot  tie  them  up  with  our  branch  of  Coughenours,  and  it 
could  be  that  they  stem  from  Jacob,  son  of  Jacob.  Gen-  I,  who  went  to  Va. 

Pension  R- 15730  is  on  application  of  Eve,  widow  of  Jacob  Coughenour. 

Can’t  place  her.. 

Miss  Elizabeth  Coughenour,  3768  Oaston  Ave. ,  Montgomery,  Ala-  May  1,  1961,  says: 

Her  father  is  Oren  Claude  Coughenour,  son  of  George  VfesJey  Coughenour,  who  was 
son  of  Levi  Coughenour  of  Uniontown,,  Pa-  (He  belongs  to  the  Levi  Coughenour  who 
was  son  of  John  and  Catherine  Moyer  Coughenour  -  see  Gen.  Ill- a. 

Mrs.  F.I.Vandercook,  439  Taylor  Ave.,  Glen  Ellyn,  HI-  is  looking  for  information 
to  tie  into  the  following  line: 

"A  young  mother  lost  her  husband  (Indians  or  accident)  in  Ohio,  1835,  and  tho 
pregnant  her  husband’s  brother  married  her  the  end  of  Nov.  1835..  His  name  was 
John  Gochenouer.  Wife’s  name  Christina.  Her  maiden  name  is  not  known,  nor  her 
first  husband’s  name.  She  is  supposed  to  come  from  Virginia.  John  and  Christina 
came  to  Annawan,  Ill-  in  1838,  and  there  they  died  and  were  buried-  The  children 
by  both  fathers  are: 
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Henry,  b.  3-28-1826 
Elizabeth  b. 12-11-1830 
Adam  b.  5-21-1832 
William  b.  2-21-1834 
Barbara  Ann  b.  11-1-1835 


John  b. 12-16-1837 

Mary  b. 11-14-183 9 

Joseph  L  b.  2-18-1843 
Rebecca  Jane  b..  5-19-1845 
Sarah  May  b.  7-7-1849 
Clarissa  M.  b.  5-l-}.852 
Nancy  E.  b. 3-10-1854 


Mr.  Ralph  Coughenour  Jones,  Professor  of  Economics  at  Yale  University, 

New  Haven,  Conn,  is  a  brother  of  Mrs.Harold  Vagtborg,  P.0..Box  2296,  8500 
Culebra  Rd. ,  San  Antonio,  Tex. 

Grandfather  —  Wilson  Coughenour  b..  9-27-1834  near  Gallipolis,  Ohio 

d..  11-9-1912  in  Fairfield,  Ill. 

Md..  (in  1854)  Mary  Holland  of  Middleport,  Ohio,  and  they 
moved  to  Wayne  County,  Ill.,  in  1857.. 

Ch:  Alfred  Aretas  b.  1872  who  had  sons:  Melvin  and  Lowell 
Belle 
Ella 

Fannie  (their  mother) 

Rita 


1850 

Census  of  Rostraver  Township 

,  Westmoreland  County,  Pa. 

shows: (All  Cougheno 

Age 

Name 

Occupation 

PI. of  Birth 

Real  Estate 

65 
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Va. 

60 

Barbara 

tt 
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Isaac 

Shoemaker 

it 

<#200*00 

45 

Mary 

Pa., 

18 
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17 

Susannah 

tt 

15 

Jacob 
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10 
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tv 

42 

David 

Miner 

Va. 

$480 

41 
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it 

21 

Mary  Ann  Rauck  (Md?  ) 

tt 

19 

Rebecca 

It 

17 
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Pa. 

15 

Elizabeth 

it 

13 

David 

it 

12 

J  oseph 
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10 
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tt 

4 

Martha  Jane 

it 

1 

Amanda 

ft 

65 

John  Coughanaur 

Farmer 

Pa. 

$1280 

55 

Elizabeth 

ft 

24 

Daniel 

Laborer 

ft 

1 

and  Lewis  2o ;  John  17;  and  Priscilla  15,  all 

born  in  Pa. 
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THE  BLOUGH  FAMILY 
(Also  spelled  Blauch) 

and  related  families  of  Gable,  Kauffman  and  Baker 

The  Blough  family  connects  with  the  Coughenour  family  in 
Gen,-  IV  of  Coughenours: 

Isaiah  Coughenour  b.  3- £-1828  d.  12-5-1872,  married  (on  12-12-1850) 
Susan  Blough  b.  in  1825  d.  1-15-1889  at  New  Haven*  Pa* 

(See  page  7  for  list  of  their  children) 

Shee  Generation  V  of  the  Blough  family. 


Gen.  I  —  Christian  Blough.  (For  all  following  information,  I  am  indebted 

to  Somerset  County,  Pa.  Historical  and  Genealogical 
Society,  and  to  Rev.  Silas  S. Blough,  retired 
minister  of  The  Brethren,  Greenville,  Ohio) 

Christian  and  his  brother  Johannes  came  from  Berne,  Switzerland  and 
arrived  at  Philadelphia,  Pa.  Nov.  3,  1750.  Christian  was  a  German 
by  speech.  His  wife,  Elizabeth  Gastelli,  died  in  Switzerland,  So, 
he  and  his  children  came  to  America  with  his  brother,  Johannes,  and 
Christian  took  the  Oath  of  Allegiance  in  1750*  This  family  is 
listed  in  the  Lineage  Book,  Daughters  of  American  Colonists,  page 
95,  thus  making  all  heirs  eligible  for  that  Society. 

Christian’s  children  were: 

1..  Jacob  (1736-1811)  born  in  Switzerland,  Canton  of  Berne 

2.  Elizabeth  (Md.  - Berkey) 

3.  Veronica  (Lid.  Frany) 

4.  Christian,  aged  about  7  when  they  arrived  in  America,  was 
born  7-7-1743  in  Switzerland,  d.  1777  near  Berlin,  Pa* 

He  married  Magdalena  Bender  about  1764.  This  is  the  family 
of  Rev.  Bishop  Samuel  Blauch  and  family  of  Conemaugh 
Township ,  Somerset  County,  Pa.  as  outlined  in  a  booklet  of 
his  history  and  his  descendants,  published  in  1921,  prepared 
by  Daniel  D.  Weaver  of  Boswell,  Pa.  and  D.D.  Blauch  of 
Johnstown,  Pa. 

6.  John 

Christian  Blough  (I)  married  a  second  time,  to  a  Mrs.  Rosanna 
Steck,  and  they  had  6  children  of  their  own.  They  settled  on 
a  farm  in  Lebanon  Township,  Lancaster  County,  and  this  district 
later  became  Lebanon  County.  They  were  members  of  the  Amish  Church. 

Gen.  II.  JACOB  BLOUGH  b.  1736  in  Berne,  Switzerland,  died  in  1811  in 
Somerset  Co.,  Pa.  buried  in  Keim  Cemetery,  Jerome  Twp. 

(Jacob  is  a  Revolutionary  War  Soldier.  Pa.  Archives  Ser.  6  - 
Vol.  15  page  1809.  Also  see  DAR  Nat’l  No.  141219  of 
Sally  Timmerman,  one  of  his  descendants,  wherein  it  gives 
Jacob’s  service  as:  Jacob  Blough  was  in  6th  Battalion  - 
Capt.  Patrick  Hayes  —  8th  Battalion,  Col.  John  Rogers 
and  his  services  were  during  1778-1782.  He  was  a  member 
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of  the  Lancers.  See  also  DAR  No.  95,636,  Florence  M.  Dibert.) 


Jacob  Blough  (II)  was  the  founder  of  the  Quemahoning  branch  of  the  Blough 
family  and  came  to  Somerset  (Bedford)  Co.  in  1790.  In  1756  in  Dauphin 
Co.  (now  -Lebanon)  he  married  Mary  Annie  Kauffman,  b.  1736,  died  1815.  (  See 
Kauffmann  family  history.)  Many  members  of  Jacob’s  family  became  members, 
preachers  and  Bishops  of  the  Mennonite  Church. 


Children  of  Jacob  and  Annie  Kauffman  Blough: 

a.  Jacob,  Jr.  (1775-1849)  md.  Catherine  Saylor  (Also  spelled  Seil or ) ,  buried 

in  7f.  Yoder  Cemetery.  They  had  10  children. 

b.  Christian  (1759-1830)  md.  Sarah  Cable  (1759-1827)  11  children 

c.  John  (had  one  dau.  Elizabeth,  who  married  Abraham  Hershberger) 

d.  Henry  (1783-1877)  of  Holsopple,  Pa.  md.  Elisabeth  Miller  b,  1789.  Two  daus. 

e.  Mary  (1785-1855)  md.  Henry  Hershberger  (1782-187  0)  buried  Hershberger  Cem. 

f.  Veronica  (1778-1859)  md.  Henry  Berkey;  went  to  Canada  in  1806.  12  ch. 

g.  Elizabeth,  md.  John  Saylor  -  1  ch.  Samuel  Saylor  (1806-1899) 

h.  David  b.  1789  Dauphin  Co., Pa.  had  16  children  to  4  wives. 

i. -  Anna  md.  Samuel  Keim,  buried  on  Jacob  Blough  Sr. farm;  9  children, 

They  were  grandparents  of  J . J .Keim  of  Salix,  Pa.  who  is  the  family 
historian  (1939). 


Gen. Ill-  CHRISTIAN  BLOUGH,  b.  1759  d.  183o,  was  the  second  son  of  Jacob  (Gen.IX). 

In  1779  Christian  married  Sarah  Cable  (1759-1827)  daughter  of  Abraham 
and  Mary  Cable.  (See  Cable  family  history) 

Children  of  Christian  and  Sarah  Cable  Blough: 

a.  Jacob  Blough,  md.  Ruth  Miller,  so  says  J.J.-Keim,  and  he  also  married 

Kate  Horner,  according  to  Somerset  Co.  History  of  1906. 

b.  Benjamin  md.  Mattie  Baker  —  had  12  children.  Parents  of  Susan  Blough, 

who  married  Isaiah  Coughenour. 

c.  John  md.  Fanny  Schrock 

d.  Joseph  md.  Sarah  Barnhart 

e. -  Rachel  md.  John  Dibert  who  helped  settle  Johnstown,  Pa.  They  were  the 

parents  of  Elizabeth  Keim  Dibert  (1840-1925) 

f.  Sarah  md.  George  Specht 

g.  Nancy  md.  Daniel  Specht 

h.  Mary  md.  John  (or  Daniel)  Knupp 

i.  Fanny  md.  Solomon  Horner 

j. .  Susannah  md.  John  Zimmerman  (Jacob  J..  their  only  child,  from  page  537 

History  of  Somerset  Co.  1906). 


Christian  Blough  was  a  Revolutionary  War  Soldier.  See  Pa.  Archives, 
Series  6  -  Vol.  15  -  p.  162. 
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GEN,  IV.  BENJAMIN  BLOUGH,  son  of  Christian  (Gen.  Ill)  died  in  1857,  aged  about 
60  years,  which  would  make  the  year  of  his  birth  17  97.  Benjamin 
married  Magdalena  (called  Mattie)  Baker  who  died  in  1846,  aged  45 
years,  so  the  year  of  her  birth  would  be  1801.  (This  information  from 
original  notes  of  their  grandson,  David  Coughenour).  See  also  Baker 
family  history* 

Benjamin  and  Mattie’s  children: 

a.  Joseph,  md.  Mary  Fike 

b.  Jacob,  md.  Christina  Barnhart 

c.  Benjamin,  md.  Mary  Coughenour.  Buried  at  Connellsville,  Pa* 

d.  Susan,  md*  Isaiah  Coughenour  (Gen.  IV  Coughenour  family). 

e.  Abraham,  aged  84  in  1810  -  md.  Sally  Forney 

f.  Nancy  (Anna)  md.  Daniel  Studybaker  (Studebaker) 

g. -  Mary  md*  Peter  Forney 

h. .  Mattie  md.  Aaron  Michaels 
i*  Liza  -  died  age  14 

j.  Noah  -  md.  Rosanna  Most oiler 

k.  Tillie,  md.  Josiah  Blough 

l.  Sarah,  md.  Noah  Short.  She  was  aged  7  0  in  1910. 

GEN.V  -  SUSAN  BLOUGH  md.  Isaiah  Coughenour  in  1851.  (See  Gen.  IV  of  Coughenour 
family  which  carries  the  lineage  down  to  Ralph  Stauffer  Coughenour, 
subject  of  this  family  history). 

Susan  was  born  near  Stoyestown,.  Pa.  Isaiah  came  from  Connelsville, 
Fayette  Co.,  Pa.  They  had  6  sons  and  2  daus.  They  were  Fanners,  and 
Lutherans.  They  lived  in  Connelsville,  and  are  buried  in  the  cemetery 
there.  Isaiah’s  death  was  sudden  and  unexpected.. 

(No„e:  I  am  indebted  to  Raymond  Coughenour  of  Uhiontown,,  Pa. 
for  the  notes  of  his  father,  David  R. Coughenour,  a  son  of  Susan 
and  Isaiah.  David  was  a  druggist  in  Alverton,  Pa.  ) 


Interesting  data  about  the  Blough  family 

Christian  Blough  (Gen.  I)  had  two  sons,  Jacob  and  Christian.  The  above  line 
descends  from  Jacob  who  went  to  Quemahoning  area,  and  Christian  went  to  Berlin 
area.  The  family  tree  of  Rev.  Jacob  Blough,  b.  in  1805  and  who  was  a  descendant 
of  Christian  (Berlin  area)  includes  the  Rev.  Silas  S.  Blough  and  his  wife,  Mary 
Alice  ertz  Blough,  parents  of  Carman  G.  Blough,  Director  of  Research,  American 
Institute  of  Certified  Public  Accountants,  270  Madison  Ave.,  New  York  16,  N.Y. 

The  Rev.  S.S.  Blough  sent  the  writer  a  great  deal  of  information  on  the  Bloughs, 
Bakers,  and  Kauffman  families.  Rev.  Blough  is  a  retired  Minister  of  The 
Brethren  and  he  and  his  wife  (now  deceased)  lived  at  750  Chestnut  St.,  Greenville, 
Ohio.  He  was  91  years  of  age  when  he  corresponded  with  me  in  1959  and  1960,  and 
exceptionally  keen  of  mind. 
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The  writer  has  a  booklet  of  the  75th  Anniversary  Observance  of  the 
Blough  Mennonite  Church  (1951)  at  Hollsopple,  Pa.  and  the  history  of  this 
church  reads  like  a  roster  of  Ralph  Stauffer  Coughenour's  forebears  —  includ¬ 
ing  the  early  pfceachers  and  Bishops  of  the  church  named;  Blough,  Strickler, 
Stauffer,  Brubacher,  Overholt,  Yothers,  etc. 

Mr.  Roger  BLough,  Chairman  of  the  U.S.  Steel  Corporation,  is  a  member 
of  this  famous  Blauch  (Plough)  family,  as  follows: 

Christian  Gen.  I 

Jacob  "  II  -  wife,  Annie  Kauffman 

Jacob  "  III-  This  Jacob  was  a  brother  of  our 

Christian  Blough  (Gen.  Ill)  Jacob 
married  Catherine  Seilor  (Saylor) 
ch:  Annie  Blauch  md.  John  Ream 
Chi  Mary  Ream  md.  Emanuel  Blough 
Ch:  Christian  Blough  md.  Viola  Hoffman. 
(Roger  M.Blough’s  parents) 

An  amusing  poem  regarding  the  pronounciation  of  the  name,  Blough 

THAT  WHICH  WE  CALL  A  ROSE . . 

Pronunciation  can  be  rough 

When  NEWSWEEK  prints  a  name  like  "Blough"; 

For,  after  thinking,  seems  as  though 
The  right  and  proper  way  is  'Blough.’ 

But  then,  as  through  my  brain  I  plough 
I  hear  a  voice  repeating  lTBlough.lf 
"I’ll  sign  for  that,1'  I  say,  then  cough — 

Oh,  Lawd  -  I  never  thought  of  Blough. 

Oh,  well,  ’till  NEWSWEEK  does  come  through 
I  think  I'll  call  him  Mr.  Blough. 

Al  Winter 

San  Francisco,  Calif* 

'We’ll  tell  you  now 

That  this  is  how 

To  send  a  page  for  Mr.  Plough. 

It  rhymes  with  "vow','  and  "chow,"  and  "WOWJ" 


Reprinted  from  NEWSWEEK 
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THE  BAKER  FAMILY 


(Also  called  Becker) 


\ 

The  following  records  were  given  to  me  through  the  kindness  of 
Rev.  Silas  S.  Blough,  Greenville,  Ohio  — 

GEN.  I  —  George  Peter  Becker  (Baker)  was  born  about  1680  at  Strasburgh, 
province  of  Elsasee,  Germany.  He  -was  married  to  Chea  Ferree 
and  they  had  11  children.  He  died  in  Germany  but  four  of  his 
children  emigrated  to  America  —  arriving  here  in  1727.  They 

GEN. II  were‘ 

a.  Jacob ,  later  called  Col.  Jacob  Becker  (Baker)  b.  in  1710. 

He  is  reputed  to  have  served  in  the  Colonial  Wars. 

His  children  were: 

George,  Peter,  Henry,  Philip,  Jacob ,  John,  Johannas, 

Susannah,  Catherine,  Anna  Mariah,  and  Elizabeth,  who 
married  Leonard  Ellmaker. 

Susannah  b.  abt.  1741  married  George  Shenefelt-  had 
6  ch.  named  George,  Margaret,  Elizabeth,  Catherine, 

Susannah,  and  Mary.  Another  history  says  there  were  two 
more  children  named  Anna  and  Barbara. 

George,  b.  10-B-1780  d.  10-1-1837,  never  married. 

Margaret  md.  John  Jacob  Barndt. 

Nicholas  Barndt  md.  Elizabeth  Horner 

Sarah  Barndt  (called  Sallie)  md.  Rev.  Emmanuel  Blough  b.ll-6-183( 
Rev.  Silas  S.  Blough  md.  Mary  A.  Wertz,  had  Jacob  b.  1901,, 

Ruth  b.  1904,  and  Carman  b.  1895. 

b.  Henry  (Col.  Henry  Baker),  one  of  the  four  children  who  first  came  to 
America  in  1727,  died  single. 

c.  Elizabeth,  never  married. 

d.  Wendall  married  and  had  8  children. 

From  Revolutionary  War  Pensioners  list  of  1813 

Daniel  Baker  from  Pa.  Private  v60 

Jacob  vt  "  "  Artificer  $60 

Jacob  "  Matross  $3o 

GEN. Ill  -  JACOB  BAKER,  son  of  Jacob  Baker  Gen.II  -  of  Lancaster  Co,  Pa,  b.  1731, 

bought  land  in  Somerset  Co.  1787  (Bedford  township).  In  1756  he  married 
Mary  Magdeline  Breck.  In  1757  their  dau.  was  born,  Mary  Magdeline  Baker 
(in  Lancaster  Co.)  and  she  married  Samuel  Keefer.  His  son  Frederick  Baker, 
married  Pauline  Ringer  and  they  had  a  dau.  Magdeline. 
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GEN.  IV  —  Magdeline  Baker  married  Benjamin  Blough.  She  died  in  1857  ,  age  about 
60  years*  He  died  in  1846  aged  about  45  years.  She  was  called  Hattie, 
See  Gen.  Ill  Blough  History.  Benjamin’s  parents  were  Christian  Blough 
and  wife,  Sarah  Cable  Blough.  See  Cable  History  too. 

Benjamin  Blough  and  Magdeline  (Mattie)  Baker  Blough  had  12  children; 
a,  Joseph,  married  Mazy  Fike 

etc.  See  page  15  for  list  of  these  children. 

GEN.V  —  SUSAN  BLOUGH,  b.  1825,  married  Isaiah  Coughenour  in  1851. 

See  Gen.  IV  of  Coughenour  family  for  list  of  their  children. 

Susan  and  Isaiah  were  grandparents  of  Ralph  Stauffer  Coughenour,  subject 
of  this  family  history. 


Interesting  things  about  the  Baker  family 

For  many  years  the  Coughenour  family  (early  generations)  we re  agog 
with  the  idea  that  they  might  prove  to  be  partial  heirs  to  the  fabulous  Becker 
(or  Baker)  Estate,  claiming  land  in  the  very  heart  of  Philadelphia,  Pa.  tiirough  a 
will  of  Jacob  Baker,  dated  December  27,  1839.  However,  it  was  proven  that  this 
so-called  will  was  written  on  paper  that  was  not  manufactured  until  after  1890, 
and  that  the  main  parts  of  the  will  were  written  across  patched  of  paper  which  had 
been  glued  to  the  back  of  the  purported  original  will. 

For  many  years  numerous  groups  throughout  the  United  States,  using 
fancy  trade  names,  such  as  "The  Associated  Baker  and  Becker  Heirs"  —  "The  League 
of  Baker  Heirs",  "The  Cowosto  Products  Company",  etc.,  mulcted  thousands  of  dollars 
from  persons  whom  they  called  "heirs",  on  representations  made  through  the  mails  and 
otherwise,  that  they  were  to  be  beneficiaries  in  the  distribution  of  vast  unsettled 
estates  in  the  names  of  Baker  or  Becker. 

The  U.S.  Government,  in  a  Federal  Jury  trial  at  Philadelphia,  Pa.  lasting 
from  April  1  to  April  16,  1937,  proved  there  was  no  such  person  as  Capt.  or  Col,.  Baker 
(or  Becker)  who  received  any  land  grants  for  his  military  service,  and  therefore, 
since  there  was  no  will  hence  there  could  be  no  heirs,  and  many  promoters  of  this  wild 
claim  were  indicted  at  that  time.  This  case  was  tossed  out  of  court  in  June,  1937. 
The  writer  of  his  history  has  a  photostat  copy  of  the  case  history  from  the  Post  Office 
Dept.,  Office  of  Inspector  —  cases  nos.  1435  0  F  —  1621  F  —  137  3  F  —  and  715  F.  And, 
in  reply  to  inquiries  by  me,  I  have  a  letter  from  Marion  Edwyn  Harrison,  Acting  Asspcoate 
General  Counsel  of  the  Post  Office  Department,  Office  of  the  General  Counsel,  Washington 
D.C.  dated  July  29,  1960,  which  says: 

"In  response  to  your  letters  of  July  9  and  July  19,  1960,  concerning 
information  about  the  "famous  Baker  Estate",  I  find  through  checking  the 
files  that  such  a  fraud  case  did  exist.  I  enclose  one  copy  of  a  letter 


* 
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written  in  1937  by  Postal  Inspector  A.T.  Hawksworth.  These  letters 
were  widely  distributed  to  advise  people  of  the  fraudulent  nature 
of  the  scheme,  I  think  the  material  contained  in  the  letter  is  self- 
explanatory  and  I  hope  it  may  be  of  value  toyou,'f 

So  —  too  bad,  but  another  famous  family  'estate1’  dream 
has  gone  with  the  windWJJ 


THE  KAUFFMANS 


(Also  Coffman) 

From  Biographical  History  of  Lancaster  Co.,  Pa,  by  Alexander  Harris,  pub¬ 
lished  by  Elias  Barr  &  Co.,  Lancaster,  Pa,  in  1872,  in  Public  Library  of 
Kansas  City,,  Mo, 

Page  235:  John  Kauffman  was  the  son  of  Michael  Kauffman,,  who  came  to 

this  country  from  Greensted,  Hesse,  on  the  upper  Rhine, 

Germany,  between  the  years  1710  and  1719,  The  sons  of 
Michael  were:  John 

Christian 

Michael 

John  lived  on  the  farm  now  (1872)  owned  by  Sam  Kniseley  (later 
spelled  Nicely)  about  1  mile  from  Landesvelee,  where  he  died  Dec,  24,  177  6, 
aged  48  years,  6  mos,  and  12  days.  His  widow  (name  not  known)  died  Dec, 22,1806. 
Their  children  were; 

Maria 

Anna  b.  1736  d.  1815  (See  Gen.  II  -  Blough  family) 

Elizabeth 
Barba  ra 
J  ohn 
David 
Christian 
Michael 
Isaac 

And  they  also  had  two  children  who  died 
in  infancy  —  Anna,  and  Susanna, 
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THS  GABLE  FAMILY 


(Also  spelled  Kebelle) 

The  following  history  is  taken  from  the  files  of  the  Somerset  County,  Pa.  Historical 

and  Genealogical  Society,  as  compiled  by  Mr.  Eber  Cockley,  President. 

GEN.  I  —  PHILIP  KEBELLE,  one  of  171  Palatines  arriving  at  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Sept.  11,  1732 ,  on  ship  Pennsylvania ,f ,  John  Stedman,  Master  (See 
Rupp  List,  page  74).  He  settled  near  York,  Pa.,  and  was  a  member 
of  the  Ephrata  Society;  buried  at  God’s  Acre  Cemetery,  Ephrata,  Pa. 
Residence  in  War  rent  own  Twp.  Will  at  York  lists  heirs: 

a.  Abraham,  b.  ca  173o  Germany;  d.  1805  Berlin,  Pa. 

married  Maria  ca.-  1752 

b.  Benjamin 

c.  Barbara  (In  the  will  the  family  name  is  spelled 

d.  Jacob  Cabel,  Rebel,,  Cable;  this  record 

e.  Salome  furnished  by  Maurice  L.  Cable) 

GEN.  II —  ABRAHAM  CABLE  (1730-1805);  first  record  of  him  in  Brothers  valley  — 

Abraham  Gebel  and  wife  on  list  of  17  original  members,  Seventh  Day 
Baptist  congregation  together  vdth  Henry  Rhoads,  Sr.  and  wife  and  son; 
engraved  on  memorial  tablet,  Brotherton  church; 

Rev.  George  Adam  Martin  came  (1762)  from  Antietam,.  Md. 

to  minister  to  this  group;  church  history  reports  his  entire 
family  Seventh  Day  Baptists  until  in  1864  grandson  Joseph  Cable 
became  German  Baptist  ....  The  Brotherton  church  erected  on  land  in 

Abraham  Cable’s  tract . In  177  4  Henry  Rhoads,  Sr.  died,  said  to 

be  taken  to  Ephrata  for  burial;  Abraham  Cable  executor  of  Estate... 
Abraham  Cable  7/as  first  Associate  Judge  in  3edford  Co.,  Brothers  valley 
District,  commissioned  Nov.  23,  1771  (See  Colonial  Records,  Vol.X,  p.8); 
when  this  area  was  taken  from  Bedford  in  1795  and  designated  Somerset  Co. 

Abraham  Cable  became  first  Assoc.  Judge  in  this  new  county,  serving 
until  his  death  in  1805  except  for  a  period  during  which  he  served  in 
State  Legislature  and  the  two  offices  being  incompatible,  the  relin¬ 
quished  the  Magistrate  assignment  for  that  particular  period.  Abraham 
Cable  is  on  first  Assessment  list  of  Bedford  County,  Brothers  valley  Twp., 
with  200  acre  tract,  10  acres  cleared  land;  his  neighbors  listed  on  the 
early  tax  lists  we re  Jacob  Cable,  Jacob  Walker,  Christian  Blough,  Philip 
Cable,  Jr.,  Henry  Rhoads,  Sr.,  Jr.,  and  Gabriel,  Jacob  and  John  Rhoads, 
Henry  and  Jacob  Glassner,  Francis  Hay,  Joseph  Johns;  the  1784  list  shows 
the  number  of  persons  in  family  —  there  v/ere  8  in  family  of  Abraham 
Cable,  10  in  family  of  Jacob  Cable  at  that  time.  Philip  Cable  moved  to 
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Ohio  1784. 

Jacob  Gable  married  Mary  (Polly)  Walker  of  Conococheague,  near 
Hagerstown,  Md. 

Will  #8  Somerset  1805  estate  of  Abraham  Gable,  Esq.,  names 
widow  Mary  Magdalene  as  executor,  no  other  heirs  listed; 

Mary  renounced  Mar.  26,  1805,  in  favor  of  Robert  Philson, 
George  Swartz  and  Christian  Cable. 


Revolutionary  War  Service 

Abraham  Cable  was  commissioned  Lt.  Col.  1777  Pa.  Line 
Jacob  Cable  Pvt.  1st  Regt.  Pa.  Line,  land  grant  for  services 

200  acres,  1794 

Philip  Cable  was  Capt.  1776  and  Ensign  1777  1st.  Bn. Pa.  Line 

Pa.  Archives  Reference  32  V13  P  78;  SI  V12  P5 ; 

S3  V3  p.626;  S3  V25  p.477;  S6  V  15  P.285-286. 

Miss  Naomi  M.  Cable,  great-granddaughter  of  Abraham 
and  Mary  (in  1930 )  compiled  list  of  descendants,  in  part, 
as  follows: 

ABRAHAM  GABLE  b.  Germany,  d.  Berlin,,  Pa.  1805;  md.  Mary  Magdalena. 
Ch:  a.  Philip  (1753-1834)  md.  Matilda  Dorothy  Walker 

b.  Sarah  md.  Christian  Blough 

c.  Benjamin  md.  1798  -  Mary. 

d.  Abraham  md.  Mary  Magdalene 

e.  Mary 

f.  Barbara 

g.  Jacob  md.  Polly  Walker 

h.  Christian  (1766-1829)  md.  Catherine 

i.  Jonathan  md.  Mary  Specht 

j.  Michael 

(This  list  of  children  is  from  Maurice  L.  Cable, 

41  White  Fawn  Drive,  Asheville,  N.C.,  grandson 
of  Philip  Cable  (1753-1834)  — 

GEN. Ill  -  SARAH  CABLE  md.  Christian  Blough.  See  page  14  for 
Gen.  Ill  of  Blough  family,  listing  their  children. 

Sarah  and  Christian  are  the  great-great  grandparents  of 
Ralph  Stauffer  Coughenour,  subject  of  this  family  history. 


THE  STAUFFERS  always  held  high  positions 
in  the  church,  as  evidenced  by  the  ceremonial  cup 
in  the  crest*  Stauph  means  '?cup  bearer'1*  Also* 
they  were  of  royal  blood  and  lived  high  in  the  moun¬ 
tains,  as  evidenced  by  the  feather  in  the  man’s  hat* 

On  his  chest  is  a  cross  of  gold  festooning,  denoting 
their  constant  protection  of  the  church*  The  young 
man  also  holds  a  dagger  in  his  hand* 

The  golden  medal  of  his  rank  is  around  the  helmet  throat# 
The  golden  star  means  this  family  was 
of  high  rank,  held  in  great  esteem* 

Colors  —  Geld  means  justice 
Green  means  hope 
Blue,  prudence 

Proof  of  this  coat-of-ams  taken  fran 
The  census  of  1790 

The  art  of  ancestor  hunting  -  by  Stetson 
Compendium  of  American  Genealogy  -  Virkus 
Colonial  families  of  America  -  McKenzie 
The  Stauffer  Family  *  Colket 

This  copy  of  the  coat-of-arms  drawn 
and  colored  free  hand  by 

Eoe  B#  Cough enour  (Mrs*  Ralph  S*) 
Rockaway  Beach,,  Mo# 
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THE  STAUFFER  FAMILY 


Also  spelled  Stofer,  Stover,  Stowfer,  etc. 

The  Stauffer  family  is  originally  of  Swabian  extraction.  The  Canton 
of  S chaff -(Switzerland) -hausen  was  in  early  times  a  part  of  Swabia.  The  name 
can  be  traced  to  Southern  Germany  as  far  back  as  938  A.D.  The  name  itself 
bears  testimony  to  this  assertion  for  its  root  is  "tauf'?  a  word  peculiar  to 
Southern  Germany.  Meaning  '’chalice’’'  or  drinking  cup,  it  is  now  obsolete  or 
has  become  a  mere  provicialism. 

Many  families  of  this  name  in  Switzerland  and  Germany  still  bear  upon 
their  Coat  of  Arms  a  chalice  in  some  form,  showing  a  connection  between  that 
article  and  the  name. 

History  tells  us  as  late  as  1100  a  family  of  Stauffers  were  the 
hereditary  cup  bearers  of  the  Duke  of  Swabia.-  The  office  was  somewhat  akin  to 
that  of  our  Collector  of  Customs  carrying  with  it  probable  privileges.  This 
office  gives  rise  to  the  family  name..  The  ,fer”  final-ending  is  simply  a  mas¬ 
culine  terminal.  The  first  family  of  this  name  in  Pennsylvania,  as  we  can 
ascertain,  was  Veronica  Stauffer,  a  widow,  who  landed  in  Philadelphia  in  17  29  in 
company  with  one  of  the  early  colonies  of  Swiss  Mennonites*  She  brought  with 
her  four  sons  —  Henry,  John,  Samuel  and  Christian.  These  children,,  according  to  the 
records  of  an  old  family  Bible  still  in  the  possession  of  a  descendant,  were  born 
in  Muckenhuser,  a  property  immediately  joining  the  village  of  Ubershiimer,  held  to 
this  day  by  a  community  of  Mennonites  who  established  themselves  there  about  the 
year  1680,  having  been  driven  by  perrecution  from  Schaff-hausen  in  Switzerland. 
Ubershiimer  lies  on  the  Rhine  about  six  miles  below  the  city  of  Woms,  in  what 
was  then  called  the  ’’Palatinate. "  It  was  a  walled  town  and  belonged  to  about 
forty  families.  Among  them  we  find  as  late  as  1776  —  Hiestands,  Hershbergers, 

Ebys,  and  Stauffers  — —  names  common  in  Lancaster  Co.,  Pa. 

Of  the  four  sons  of  Veronica,  Henry  married  in  1735  Magdalena  Hess  of 
Lancaster.  They  had  11  children,  the  youngest  Samuel  Stauffer,  born  1757,  was  the 
father  of  Jacob  Stauffer,  Solicitor  of  Patents  in  Lancaster,  Pa.  Two  others, 

Abraham,  and  Henry,  settled  in  Franklin  Co.-,  Pa.  and  then  founded  numerous  families 
in  th  neighborhood  of  Chambersberg.  Others  settled  in  York  and  Lancaster  Cos. 
Michael,  third  son,  moved  to  Virginia  and  was  killed  in  the  Battle  of  Fair  Oaks 
during  the  Civil  War.. 

Concerning  the  Hohen-Stauff er  Castle. 

Hohen-Stauff er  was  a  castle  in  Swabia  (which  is  now  the  Kingdom  of 
Wertenberg)  about  four  miles  from  Golpengen  Station,  the  railway  to  Ulm.  It 
stands,  or  rather  stood,  on  the  summit  of  a  steep  and  lofty  conical  hill,  visible 
from  several  points  on  the  railway.  Commanding  boundless  view  over  the  great 
limestone  plateau  of  the  Rauhe  Alps,  the  eastern  declines  of  the  Schmarz-'Told  and 
the  bare  tedious  plains  of  western  Bavaria. 
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Of  the  Castle  itself,  it  was  destroyed  in  the  ’’peasants’  war." 

There  remains  only  a  fragment  of  the  foundation  walls  in  a  chapel,  lying 
on  the  hill  slope  below,  over  some  strange,  half- obliterated  tablets.  Over  the 
arch  of  the  door  is  the  inscription  "Hie  Tranchbat  Caesar" - 1138  A.D. 

From  The  World  Syndicate  Publishing  Co.,  Cleveland  and  New  York,  1937, 

Vol.  IX,  under  "Swabia",  we  find: 

# 

"SWABIA,  Suabia,  Schwaben  (48°3o’  N.,  10^  E)  ancient  duchy,  Germany; 
corresponded  generally  to  Wurtemberg,  Baden,  and  W. part  of  Bavaria; 
capitol ,  Augsburg. " 

"Swabian  League,  federation  of  Swabian  and  other  German  cities, 
1468-1534;  Gemany  disunity  proved  social  evil  in  XIII.  Cent.  In 
1331  twenty-two  towns,  including  Augsburg,  Heilbronn  and  Elm,  formed 
union  for  defense;  fought  fiercely  with  baronial  league;  emperor 
succeeded  in  establishing  3.L.  1488,  against  feudal  forces;  it  did 
good  service  to  cause  of  peace." 


The  name  and  family  of  Stauffer  —  as  compiled  bu  The  Media  Research 
Bureau  of  Washington,,  D.C. 

9 

"The  name  of  Stauffer,  or  Stouffer,  which  in  its  Americanized  form  became  ir. 
some  instances  Stover,  is  given  several  different  origins.-  One  authority  claims 
tnat  the  name  was  from  tne  old  Lreman  word  STAUFF,  meaning  a  "steep  hill,"  and 
others  say  that  it  was.derived  from  Stauf ,  meaning  "cup,"  or  Staupa  meaning  "to  pour1' 
and  was  given  as  official  title  to  the  cup-bearers  of  the  ancient  nobles  of  Germany* 

Tt  is  found  on  the  ancient  German  and  early  American  records  in  the 
various  forms  of  Staufer,  Stauber,  Stauffer,  Stouffer,  Stoufer,  Stouver,  and  Stover 
of  which  the  three  mentioned  at  the  beginning  of  this  article  are  the  forms  most 
generally  accepted  in  America  today. 


•  „  u  1?as*;  0n?  branob  °f  the  fajldly  is  said  t0  have  descended  from  the 

ancient  Hohenstaufen  (Saubia)  line  of  the  royal  family  of  Staufer  which  is 

said  to  have  originated  in  Frederic  of  Buren,  who  was  of  Franco-Alsatian  ancestry. 

Frederic  was  a  close  friend  of  Henry  the  Fourth,  Emperor  of  Germany  in  the  11th 

Saub^7,  aAnf/inT:ed,hi^da^teJ  AgneS’  Wh°  br°Ught  him  as  her  the  Duchy  of 

•^u  r  After  the  death  of  Frederic,  his  two  sons,  Frederic-  and  Conrad  of 

ensoaufen,  were  adopted  by  their  uncle  Henry  the  Fifth,  who  died  without  issue 
leaving  them  as  heirs  to  the  throne.  issue, 


Lothaire,  Duke  of  Saxony,  was,  however,  elected  as  Emperor  supposedlv 
by  fraud,  over  the  clams  of  Frederic  of  Hohenstaufen,  who  di«d  rio^  to  the 

xTa throne7:  ***?  left  isSae’  Hohenstaufen 

laid  claim  to  the  throne  and,  after  a  contest  with  Henry,.  Duke  of  Saxony,  gained 


« 

.  I 
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the  crown.  Conrad  married  Gertrude,  the  Duchess  of  Sulzbach,  but  died 
without  issue  and  was  succeeded  by  his  nephew  Frederick,  son  of  Frederic  of 
Hohenstauf en,  in  1152. 

Frederick,  Emperor  of  Germany,  married  in  1156  to  Beatrice  of  Burgundy, 
by  whom  he  had  a  son  named  Henry,  who  acquired  the  additional  throne  of  Sicily 
through  his  marriage  with  Constance,  daughter  and  heir  of  King  Roger  of  Sicily * 

Henry  was  succeeded  by  his  brother  Philip,  Duke  of  S'aubia,  owing  to  the  youth  of 
his  son  Frederic,  but  after  the  death  of  Philip  this  last -mentioned  Frederic  was 
crowned  Emperor  of  Germany,  in  the  year  1215.  The  next  in  succession  was 
Frederic’s  son  Conrad,  who  was  driven  from  Germany  by  William  of  Holland  and  led 
his  army  into  Italy,  where  he  acquired  numerous  lands  and  died  in  1254,  leaving 
a  son  also  named  Conrad,  who  was  murdered  in  the  year  1268  at  the  age  of  15  years. 
Because  of  this  loss  of  power  many  of  the  younger  branches  of  the  Hohenstauf en 
line  fled  from  Germany  to  Baden,  Bavaria,  and  Switzerland.  It  is  also  thought 
possible  that  one  branch  of  the  family  went  at  a  later  date  into  England  and 
settled  in  Devonshire,  but  this  is  not  certain.- 

Probably  £he  first  of  the  family  to  emigrate  to  America  w as  one 
Sylvester  Stover,  who  is  said  to  have  emigrated  to  York,.  Maine,  possibly  from 
England,  about  the  year  1640.  By  his  wife,  Elizabeth  Norton,  he  is  believed  to 
have  been  the  father  of  John,  Dependence,  Josiah,  George,  and  several  daughters* 

Another  early  emigrant  was  Hans  Stauffer  (or  Stouffer)  who  is  said  to 
have  been  a  descendant  of  the  ancient  house  of  Hohenstaufen,  in  Saubia,  and  the 
son  of  Daniel  Stauffer,  who  lived  near  the  Rhine  in  Siwtzerland  in  the  17th  century* 
Hans  emigrated  to  America  about  1710  and  settled  in  Pennsylvania  with  his  wife 
Kinget  Heistand,  widow  of  Michael  Risser,  and  their  children:  Jacob,  Daniel, 

Henry,  Elizabeth  and  Mary.  He  also  left  a  daughter  named  Amelia  in  Germany 
and  probably  had  issue  at  Valley  Forge,  Pa.-,  of  another  son  named  John,  alt  ho 
this  last  is  said  by  some  authorities  to  have  been  a  nephew. 

One  Christian  Stauffer  (or  Stover)  said  to  have  descended  from  the 
same  line  as  the  last  mentioned  emigrant,  Hans,  settled  sometime  before  1728  in 
the  County  of  Montgomery,  Pa*  He  is  said  to  have  been  the  father  of  nine  children: 
Annalee,  Matthias,  Christian,  Hans  Ulrich  or  John,  Peter,  Jacob,  Barbara,  Henry 
and  Elizabeth,  several  of  whom  removed  to  Virginia  at  an  early  date. 

(Note  by  Zoe:  The  Virginia  Stauffers  are  well  -  known  all  over 
America,  having  amongst  them  many  preachers  and  Bishops  of  the 
Mennonite  church) 

In  1738  four  brothers,  Christian,  John,,  Matthias  and  Daniel 
Stauffer  of  Switzerland  and  Germany,  came  with  their  widowed  mother  to  America 
and  settled  in  Lancaster  County,  Pa.  whence  Martin  removed  to  Canada  and  founded 
the  Canadian  o ranch  of  the  family* 


The  descendants  of  these  various  branches  of  the  family  in  America 
and  of  others  which  came  over  from  Germany  and  neighboring  countries  at  later  dates, 
have  spread  to  practically  every  State  of  the  Union  and  have  aided  as  much  in  the 
growth  of  the  country  as  their  ancestors  aided  in  the  founding  of  the  nation.  They 
have  been  noted  for  their  courage,  energy,  ambition,  industry,  thrift,  piety, 
integrity,  resourcefulness,  power  of  will,  perserverance,  and  fortitude.  1T 

Bibliography 

The  above  data  has  been  compiled  chiefly  from  the  following 
sources: 
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In  Book  4,  page  675  of  Abridged  Compendium  of  American  Genealogy,  First 
Families  of  America,  by  Virkus,  it  says: 


'Stauffer  Hans  (B.  1650  or  1655,  son  of  Daniel,  a  descendant  of 
the  ancient  house  of  Hohenstaufen,  Saubia)  from  Switzerland  1709  - 
arrived  at  London  England  1710  -  thence  to  America  and  settled  in 
Chester  County,,  Pa.  Married  Kinget  (Hiestand)  Risser.  Hans  was 
father  of  Jacob  (1696-1780)  who  moved  to  Hereford  (now  Washington 

Township)  Berks  Co.,  Pa.  Mennonite.  Married  Barbara  - ,  Died  1785. 

Jacob  was  father  of  John  (b.  1737)  American  Revolution  War  service.. 
He  probably  married  Barbara  Amweg  (Omwake). 

John  was  father  of  Jacob  (1785-1829)  married  Miss  Kendig 

Jacob  was  father  of  William  K.  (1809-1878)  married  Lydia  Moyer.  " 


(Comment  by  Zee:  The  name  HANS  is  a  shortening  of  Johannes,  which  means 
°kn  i-n  ^h^lish.  Hans  Ulrich,  son  of  Christian,  mentioned  above,,  was 
known  as  Ulrich,  and  he  had  a  daughter  named  Susannah  Stauffer  (d.-1758). 
She  married  Henrich  Strickler  (d.  1761)  of  Lancaster  County,  Pa.  He  came 
from  Switzerland.  This  information  is  from  Daughters  of  American 
^oionists,  Vol.  10  -  page  339,  and  from  American  Genealogist,  volumes 
3B-oo,  page  127  about  Ulrich  Stauffer. 


0u^  Christian  Stauffer  undoubtedly  is  of  this  same  family  in 
Switzerland  and  Germany,  but  he  came  from  the  Palatinate  on  the  Rhine 
with  his  wife  and  two  sons  to  America  in  1749,  settling  in  ^ast  Lampeter 

Township,  Lancaster  County,,  Pa.  He  died  before  175  9.  See  my  outline 
of  the  Stauffer  family  for  details.  )  7  outline 

vm  yv  ^  Pub^atl°n?  0f  THE  GENEALOGICAL  SOCIETY  of  Pennsylvania,  Spring  1947 

,3*'  rJ\  '  u6  xind  an  intere sting  article  entitled  "The  Stauffer-Stouff er* 

(Stover)  Family  of  Pennsylvania ,  by  Meredith  B.  Colket,  Jr.  M.A.  F.A.S  G  THp 

ollowing  excerpts  are  taken  from  this  extensive  and  enlightening’article: * 
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'’Those  who  wish  to  inquire  into  the  early  Stauffers  who  settled  in 
the  extreme  eastern  part  of  the  Province  should  consult  Volume  X  of  the  Pub¬ 
lications  of  the  Genealogical  Society  of  Pennsylvania,  and  such  secondary 
material  as  A.J.  Fretz,  A  Genealogical  Record  of  the  Descendants  of  Henry 
Stauffer  and  other  Stauffer  Pioneers,  Harley s vil le ,  1899.’’ 

Acknowledgment  is  also  due  Mr.  Amos  K  .  Stauffer,  of  Lancaster,  Pa. 
who  possesses  the  finest  collection  of  Stauffer  material  in  existence,  and 
Dr.  Albert  H.  Gerberich,  of  the  Dept,  of  State,  Washington,  D.C.  whose 
knowledge  of  Pennsylvania-Dutch  genealogy  is  probably  unexcelled. 

The  patronymic  Stauffer  is  an  ancient  one  and  seems  to  have  roots 
in  Berne  and  Lucerne  Cantons,  Switzerland,  as  early  as  the  fourteenth  and 
fifteenth  centuries.  According  to  the  standard  historical  and  biographical 
dictionary  of  Switzerland,  the  Historisch-Biographisches  Lexikon  der  Schweiz, 

(1831)  VI,  510-11,  the  family  was  very  numerous  in  the  districts  of  Buren, 
Fraubrunnen,  Konolfingen,  Nidou,  Signau,  and  Thun  of  the  Berne  Canton.  Several 
of  the  Pennsylvania  Stauffer  settlers  came  directly  from  this  locality,  but  the 
majority  had  migrated  from  the  Palatinate,  though  they  were  presumably  of  Swiss 
parentage  or  ancestry. 

It  is  most  probable  that  the  name  Stauffer  is  derived  from  a  place 
name.  The  root  STAUF  means  both  cup  and  steep  hill;  and  the  Stauffer  family 
in  Berne,  Switzerland,  used  as  its  coat  of  arms  a  hand  holding  a  cup,  symbolizing 
a  cup-bearer. 

Numerous  families  of  the  surname  emigrated  to  Pennsylvania  during  the 
colonial  period  from  as  early  as  17  09.  Almost  never  did  they  come  to  other 
colonies  in  America,  though  some  of  the  Pennsylvania  settlers  or  their  descendants 
eventually  migrated  elsewhere.  A  century  following  1709,  they  appeared  most 
frequently  in  Frederick  and  Washington  Counties,  Maryland,  the" Shenandoah  Valley ,: 
Virginia,  north  central  Ohio,  and  Waterloo  Township,  Ontario  County,  Canada.  By 
1790  one  Stauffer  family  was  in  North  Carolina. 

Alt  ho  one  early  Pennsylvania  Stauffer  was  Moravian,  and  some  were 
Lutheran  or  Geman  Reformed,  the  great  majority  were  Mennonites,  who  migrated 
because  of  religious  persecution.  Most  of  them  embarked  at  Rotterdam,  Holland, 
and  landed  at  Philadelphia. 

Among  the  numerous  Stauffers  listed  on  the  census  schedules  was  a 
Christian  Stauffer,  who,  in  1672,  was  90  years  of  age.  He  then  had  a  second  wife 
aged  70,  and  was  father,  grandfather,  and  great-grandfather  of  94  descendants,  of 
whom  16  were  dead  and  7  8  living.  The  extreme  frequency  of  the  name  is  a  caution 
to  those  who  would  ascribe  parents  to  Stauffer  emigrants  without  the  most  careful 
analysis.  Rarely  indeed  is  it  possible  to  identify  an  American  colonist  with 
certainty  as  a  man  appearing  on  a  census  list.  This  is  due  in  part  to  the  fact  that 


the  census  lists  became  far  less  detailed  during  the  period  of  the  actual 
Stauffer  migrations  to  this  country,  and  partly  also  to  the  fact  that  the 
information  about  the  early  arrivals  is  meagre.-  The  best  source  of 
identification  for  the  early  Stauffer  comeovers  is,  of  course,  the  shipping 
lists  as  reprinted  and  edited  by  Ralph  Beaver  Strassburger  and  William  John 
Hinke  in  their  "Pennsylvania  Geman  Pioneers",  which  is  published  in  the 
Proceedings  of  the  Pennsylvania  German  Society*  Following  is  a  list  of  the 
Stauffer  arrivals  for  the  pre-Revolutionary  period,  and  is  taken  from  The 
Stauffer-Stouffer  (Stover)  Family  of  Pennsylvania  by  Meredith  B.Colket,  Jr* 

MA*,  F.A.S.G. 

Au®.  Ship  He  took  oath  at  Phila.  Pages 

Christian  Stauffer  28  Vertuous  Grace  Sept *24,..  1737  175-7 

I 

Johannes  Stauffer  2o  "  "  "  "  »»  *» 

(Note  by  Zoe:  At  the  Newberry  Library,,  Chicago,  I  looked  up  this  list  and  * 

saw  Christian. Stauffer’ s  name,  just  as  he  wrote  it,  using  the  old  style  S, 
which  looks  like  an  f.  It  was  a  photostat  of  the  original  list.  ) 


So,  rather  than  get  involved  with  Stauffer  generations  in  Switzerland 
and  the  Palatinate  yect-ion,  also  those  many  emigrants  who  came  to  Philadelphia, 
with  the  constant  repetition  of  their  given  names,  etc.,  we  shall  concern  our¬ 
selves  only  with  the  first  Stauffer  which  we  can  connect  definitely  with  the 
line  of  Ralph  Stauffer  Coughenour,  as  given  below. 

Generation  I  —  Christian  Stauffer,  born  1709  in  Germany  (or  Switzerland), 

married  Barbara  Oberholtzer  there  -  he  died  in  Lancaster  Co*, 

Pa*  in  175  9* 

H  —  Rev.  Abraham  Stauffer,  b..  1752  in  Lancaster  Co.,  Pa.  d.  9-5-1826* 

In  1772-3  he  married  Ann  Nissley  (later  spelled  Nicely,  or  Kneissley) 
who  was  his  step-sister.  She  was  born  in  1752  and  died  9-26-1817* 

III  —  Martin  Stauffer,  b*  8-31-1780,  d.  3-o-ie69*  About  1801  he  married 
(1st  wife)  Elizabeth  Overholt  b*  6-12-1777  Berks  Go.  Pa.  d*  1832. 

See  Overholt  history* 

IV  John  T.  Stauffer,  born  3-8-1815,  Westmoreland  Co*,  Pa,  d*  10-23-1897* 
On  ^-'i-1837  he  married  Susan  Strickler,  b..  12-25-1820,  d.5-29-1908. 
See  Strickler  history* 


-28- 


Generation  V  —  Catherine  Stauffer,  be  Westmoreland  Co.  Pa.  7-27-1852  d.  7-8-1935, 

Married  on  7-1-1875  to  Benjamin  Franklin  Coughenour,  b.  12-4-1852, 
died  2-e-l 9^0 *  Both  buried  in  Mt .Hope  Cemetery,  Kansas  City,  Kans. 

"  VI—  Ralph  Stauffer  Coughenour,  born  6-17-1887,  LaCrosse,  Kansas,  who 

is  the  subject  of  this  family  history. 


details  of  family  history 
by  generations 

Generation  I  —  Christian  Stauffer,  aged  2e  years  when  he  landed  at  Philadelphia, 

Pa. ,  on  the  ship  '’Vertuous  Grace'f  Sept.  24,  1737  ,  took  the  Oath 
of  Allegiance  the  same  day.  This  would  make  him  born  in  1709  in  Switzerland  or 
the  Palatinate  of  Germany. 

(From  Publications  of  the  Genealogical  Society  of  Pa.  Spring,  1947- 
Vol.  XV  -  Nos.  2-3,  page  252)  Christian  Stauffer,  of  Donegal  Township,  Lancaster 
County,,  Pa.,  a  farmer  of  means,  died  between  March  24,  1759  and  June  12,  1759.  His 
wife  was  Barbara  Overholtzer,  who  by  1768  had  married  Martin  Nissley,  widower,  of 
Mount  Joy  Township ,  as  his  second  wife. 

Christian  purchased  from  Christian  Kauffman  and  wife  land  in  Donegal 
Township  on  3-7-1749-50.  In  1757,  as  resident  near  Jacob  Coble  and  John  Nessley 
(Nissley)  he  was  assessed  1  pound  2  shillings,  10  p'  nee,  the  second  highest  assessment 
in  the  township. 

No  Stauffer  is  resident  in  Donegal  Tovjnship  by  the  time  of  the 
1790  census.  The  will  of  Christian  names  wife  Barbara  and  mentions,  but  does  not 
name,  two  eldest  sons.  Orphans  Court  records  under  date  of  6-7-1767  show  the  eldest 
son  to  be  John. 

The  next  eldest  son  of  Christian  mentioned  is  Jacob.  On  8  15-1768, 
John  Newcomer  of  Hempfield  Township,  a  nan  who  figures  intimately  in  this  family  in 
the  land  records,  was  appointed  guardian  over  Christian’s  daughter,  Barbara,  while 
Abraham,  another  child  over  14,  chose  John  Hartsler  of  Hempfield  and  Jacob  Evers  ole 
of  Donegal,  as  guardians. 

Children  of  Christian  and  Barbara: 

a.  John,  md.  4-4-1769  Elizabeth  Winkle. 

b.  Jacob,  md.  by  1769  to  Mary - . 

c.  Abraham,  md.  Ann  Nissley,  his  step-sister. 

d. .  Barbara  (a  child  when  her  father,  Christian,  died) 

From  History  of  Westmoreland  County,  Pa.  Genealogical  Memoirs  by 

John  W .Jordan,  LL.D.  of  the  Historical  Society  of  Pa.  Vol.  Ill  - 

The  Lems  Publishing  Co.  of  New  York  and  Chicago  -  1906,  page  257. 

(This  book  is  in  possession  of  Ralph  Stauffer  Coughenour).  We  find: 
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,rThe  Stauffer  family  have  been  settled  in  Pa.  for  many  generations.  The 
founder  of  the  family  in  America,  Christian  Stauffer,  emigrated  to  this 
country  from  the  Palatinate  on  the  Rhine  bringing  with  him  his  wife  and  two 
sons,  and  settled  in  East  Lampeter  Township,  Lancaster  Co.,  Pa.  He  purchased 
a  tract  of  land  which  he  cultivated  as  a  fam  and  which  is  still  (in  1906)  in 
possession  of  one  of  the  members  of  the  family,  Benjamin  R. Stauffer.  There 
are  many  interesting  relics  to  be  seen  in  this  old  homestead,  among  them  being  an 
old  German  Bible.  The  last  will  and  testament  of  Christian  Stauffer  being 
written  in  High  Dutch  cannot  be  recorded,  but  endorsed  thereon  is  the  following: 
’A  copy  of  the  deed  is  given  in  the  survey  of  Conestoga  Manpr  1729.  16,000 

acres.’  James  Logan  is  cited  as  holding  700  acres  afterwards  held  by  Christian 
Stauffer. 


Generation  II  —  ABRAHAM  STAUFFER. 


Abraham,  3rd  son  of  Christian  (Gen. I)  was  born  in  1752  in  Lancaster 
County,  Pa.  died  9-5-1826.  In  1772-3  he  married  his  step-sister,  Ann  Nissley 
(later  spelled  Nicely)  b.  1752,  d.  9-26-1817 .  She  was  the  daughter  of  widower 
Martin  Nissley,  who  married  Barbara  (Abraham’s  mother)  after  Christian  Stauffer 
died.  Abraham  became  Reverend  Abraham  Stauffer,  a  Mennonite  preacher.  He  and 
Ann  are  buried  at  Pennsville,  Pa..  He  died  in  Fayette  County.  He  followed  in 
the  footsteps  of  his  father  and  was  well-beloved  by  his  fold,  and  a  man  of  great 
influence  in  every  way  in  the  community  in  which  he  lived. 

According  to  deeds  dated  between  1772  and  1784,  his  first  and  only 
wife  was  ALN,  daughter  of  his  mother’s  second  husband,  Martin  Nissley,  through 
a  first  marriage.  She  was  born  in  1752  inMt.Joy  Township.  On  7-4-177  2,  with 
his  wife  Ann,  Abraham  conveyed  to  Jacob  Berg  iand  which  he  had  patented  shortly 
before.  In  177  4  he  conveyed  land  to  Jacob  Ebersole  of  Donegal.  In  1784,  as  of 
Manor  Township,  he  conveyed  property  to  Jacob  Millinger  on  the  Susquehanna  River 
in  Hempfi eld.  Township*  He  is  probably  the  Abraham  who,  in  1787,  "purchased  for 

L-1000  land  in  Rapho  Township  from  John.  Abraham  wrote  his  will  in  1817  - 
Fayette  County.  The  following  is  based  largely  on  FAMILY  HISTORIES  OF  THE 
0BERH0LTZER  (Overholt)  AND  NASH  FAMILIES  OF  WESTMORELAND  CO.  PA.  by  Rev.  A.J.Fretz 
out  it  also  confirms  the  History  of  Westmoreland  County,  Pa.  aforementioned,  Vol.III. 


Children  of  Abraham  and  Ann: 

a. .  Barbara,  d.  177  5  d.  9-6-1849  - married  John  Smith. 

b.  Ann,  b.  177  5  d.  8-16-1857  —  married  John  Sherrick  (Scherg)  P.384  VoUIl 

c.  Christian,  b.  12-1-1778  d.  7-6-1852  —  married  Agnes  uverholt  b. 2-12-1773 

,  lf  .  ,  ,  See  Overholt  history. 

d. - Martin,  o.  8-51-1780  d.-  3-8-1869.  In  1601  he  married  (1st)  Elizabeth 

verholt,  b.  6-12-1777,  d..  1833.  He  later  married  (2)  Anna  Overholt 
Loucks.  Anna  was  a  sister  of  Elizabeth,  and  was  the  widow  of  Peter 
Loucks.  She  was  corn  in  Bucks  County,  Pa.  11-25-177  0,  died  in  West¬ 
morland  Co.  ?a*  3-15-1645.  Peter  Loucks  d.  in  1825.  See  Vol.  Ill 
page  042  re  Loucks  family.  9 

Martin  later  married  wife  No.  3  -  Elizabeth  Sherrick,  a  widow. 

Frances  —  married  John  Tintsman. 

(see  following  page  No.  3o) 


e. 

f. 
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f.  Abraham,  b.  2-22-1786  d.  5-31-1853,  married  Elizabeth  Meyers  (also 
spelled  Moyers)  1782-  d.  11-11-1878.  Their  child  Nancy,  b.  1808 
married  Rev.  Martin  Loucks  on  6-15-1826  and  the  ceremony  was  per¬ 
formed  by  her  grandfather,  Rev.  Abraham  Stauffer.  Mary,  another 
daughter,  married  Jacob  Tint sman. 

g.  John  W.  b.  ca  1789,  d.  2-22-1852  married: 

(1)  Catherine  Loucks  b.abt.1793  (See  Vol-  I,p.-443,  Westmoreland  History) 
(2)  Katrina  Sherrick  (Vol.  III,  page  258  .....'  ’  ) 

(and  another  record  gives  his  wife  as  Barbara  Strickler) 

h.  Maria,  b.  7-13-1791  d.  11-1-1874,  married  Abraham  Overholt,  b.  4-19-1784 
d.  1-15-1870  (See  Overholt  history) 

i.  Elizabeth  b.  1-19-1794  d.  11-21-1887  Buried  at  Rostoria,,  Ohio,  married 
on  Nov.-  1,1811  to  Christian  Overholt  b.  7-18-1786  d.  1-11-1868.  See 
Overholt  history. 

Generation  III  —  MARTIN  STAUFFER 

Martin  Stauffer  was  born  8-31-1780  and  died  3-8-1869.  His  first  wife, 
through  whom  the  subject  of  this  history  descends,  was  Elizabeth  Overholt,  b.  in 
Bucks  Co.,  Pa.  6-12-1777,  died  in  1833.  (See  Overholt  history).  They  were  married 
in  1801.  Martin  is  buried  in  the  Stauffer  plot  near  the  old  family  homestead  on 
the  fam  where  Everson,  Pa.  now  stands. 

Children  of  Martin  and  Elizabeth: 

a.  Abraham,  b.  10-31-1802  d.  5-13-1849  married  Mary  Newcomer,  b.  4-12-1805 
d.  4-10-1845.  He  was  born  in  Tyrone  Township,  Fayette  Co.  Pa.  When  he 
died  just  over  46  years  of  age,  he  left  a  large  family  of  young  children 
who  were  mothered  by  his  eldest  daughter  Maria,  only  19  years  of  age  then„ 
but  she  was  only  15  years  old  when  her  mother  had  passed  away. 

Mary  Newcomer  (Newkommer)  was  the  dau.  of  Abraham  and  Mary  (Furrey) 
Newcomer,  and  Mary  married  Abraham  Stauffer  on  Mar. 15,  1827.  Her 
grandfather  was  Ulrich  Newcomer  of  Switzerland,  born  1750.  He  was  married 
in  Switzerland  to  Magdalena  Baumgartner,  who  died  during  their  passage  to 
America  in  1754.  They  were  Anabaptists  and  it  was  against  their  fath 
to  fight  in  any  war.  He  landed  at  Philadelphia,  Pa.  10-1-1754  and  the 
name  was  then  spelled  Neukommer.  Ulrich  Newcommer  executed  his  will  in 
1777  a  copy  of  which  is  in  possession  of  Jay  D. Newcomer,  Eldorado,  Iowa. 
Besides  Abraham,  Ulrich  had  a  son  named  Christian,  also  a  son  named  John, 
who  is  the  ancestor  of  Jay  D. Newcomer,  mentioned  above. 

The  children  of  Abraham  and  Mary  (Newcomer)  Stauffer  were: 

1.  Martin  Stauffer,  born  Fayette  Co.  Pa.  10-23-1828,  died  8-15-1892.  In 
1850  he  married  Fannie  Fretz.  In  1864  Martin  enlisted  in  the  Civil 
War.  Fannie  was  born  in  Westmoreland  Co.  Pa.  5-10-1833,  d.  8-12-1921. 
Their  children  were: 

1-a  Mary  Frances,  b. 11 -12- 1851  d  4-1-1922.  Md.  John  Landis  in  1874. 

1-b  John  Abraham  b.  4-6-1855 

1-c  Uriah  Hoover,  b.  5-3-1857  -  unmarried 
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1-d  Aaron  Clark,  b. 12-1 -1859  d.  5-18-1923 
1-e  Sherman  M.  b0 9-12-1864  md..  Catherine  Roberts  Graham  on 
8-15-1217 .Resides  in  Pittsburgh,,  Pa,  (a  dentist) 

1-f  Harry  Ansel  b.  11-9-1869  d.  1-10-1917  buried  at  Mt. Pleasant,  Pa. 
1-g  Infant  daughter,  b.  4-1-1869 

1-h  Nellie  Florence  b  3-25-1871  rd,  Dr.Richard  Burns  of  Pittsburgh, Pa 
1-5  Lena,  b.  6-9-1878  -  d  7-29-187  9. 

2.,  Maria  Stauffer,  b.  4-23-1830  in  Fayette, County,,  Pa,  She  was 
married  on  5-1-1857  to  Dr  .James  Loar,  by  Rev,  J,L.  Dorsey  of 
Fayette  Co,Pa.  He  was  son  of  John  and  Hester  (Stephens)  Loar,: 
and  was  born  in  Green  Co.  pa.  2-5-1830,  died  Bloomington,  Ill. 
6-14-1894.  Maria  died  4-13-1910.  They  had  4  children. 

3.  Isaac  Stauffer,  born  11-6-1831,  d.  1902.  In  1857  he  married 
Lovina  Johnston  who  was  b,  12-25-1837,  d.  7 — 9-1914  at  Havelock, 
Iowa.  He  was  in  Civil  War  and  in  1880  they  moved  from  Mt.Plesant 
Pa.  to  near  Toledo,  Iowa,  taking  up  their  home  at  Gladbrook.  At 
the  time  of  Lovina’ s  death,  the  following  dhildren  were  living? 

Mrs,  Dr.  Walter  of  Gladbrook 
Mrs.  James  of  Long  Beach,  Calif 
Mrs.  Sheldon  of  Havelock 
William,  of  Waverly,  Iowa 
Clyde,  of  Gowrie. 

The  names  of  the  girls  were:  Mary,  Lydia,  Olive,  Anna, 

Myrtle.  ’ 

4.  Benjamin  Stauffer,  b,  1-8-1834  d,  2-13-1835 

5.  Anne  Stauffer,  b.  10-2-1835  d.  1-9-1912.  Lived  at  509  E. 

Locust  St .Bloomington,  Ill. 

6.  Aaron  Stauffer,  b.  4-15-1838  d.  1-29-1899,  Married  Emma 
Goodman  on  Dec. 5, 186 6.  She  was  born  12-18-1846  d.  since  1924 

at  Mt. Pleasant,  Pa.  Their  children:  Edna,  md.  1st,  Hr.Rumbaugh, 

~nd,  Jesse  Mullen,  D.D.S.;  Clinton;  Dickson;  Charlotte;  and 
Maggie. 

7.  Uriah  H. Stauffer,  b.  5-7-1841  d.  11  9-1856. 

(Aaron  Stauffer  (N0..6  above)  was  a  Photographer  for  many,  many 
years  at  Mt. Pleasant,  Pa..  Most  of  the  existing  photos  of  the 
otaufler,  Loar  and  some  other  related  families  were  taken  by 
him  in  the  186 0s,  187 0s „  and  1880s.) 


.  .  ..  ..  Th®  information  on  the  family  of  Abraham  and  Mary  Newcomer  Stauffer 

sent  to  the  writer  by  Mrs.  H.  Stanley  Bent,  237  0  Adair  St . ,  San  Marino,  Calif. 

.^r  grandmother  was  Maria  Stauffer  Loar,  who  took  care  of  her  brothers  and  sisters 
when  her  mother  died  so  young.  Mrs.  Bent  is  a  DAR,  No..  176591. 


0 
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Generation  III 

child  b  -  Henry  b.  2-5-1804  d.  1-26-1849.  Harried  Catherine  Hoke  (1st  wife) 
and  Susan  Newmyer  on  8-19-1829  (2nd  wife), 
c  -  Anna,  b.  11-21-1806  d  10-6-1875,  md.  Henry  Sherrick 
d  -  Sarah,  b.  1-14-1811,  married  Samuel  Heath  (Heuth)  in  1830*  Their  ch, 
e.-  John  T.  b.  3-7-1815,  d,  10-23-1897.  were:  Elizabeth  who  d, 

John  T.  married  Susan  Strickler.  2-27-1910  unmarried  — 

Dr. D.M, Heath,  Baldwin  Park, 
California, 

(A  large  original  crayon  portrait  of  Martin  Stauffer  is 
in  possession  of  Ralph  Stauffer  Coughenour,  given  to  him 
through  the  kindness  of  his  cousins,  Edna  and  Fern  Stauffer 
of  Greene,  Iowa) 


Generation  IV  —  JOHN  T.  STAUFFER  (known  as  Johnny  Stauffer). 

John  T.  Stauffer  was  born  3-7-1815  in  Westmoreland  County r  Pa, 

On  2-2-1837  he  married  Susan  Strickler  b,  12-25-1821.  (See 
Strickler  history),  John  T, Stauffer  died  10-23-1897,  Susan 
died  5-29-1908  and  they  are  buried  in  the  cemetery  at  Mt. 

Pleasant,  Pa.) 

At  the  time  of  John  T, Stauffer’s  death,  Ralph  Stauffer  Coughenour  went 
with  his  mother,  Catherine  Stauffer  Coughenour,  to  Westmoreland  Co,,  (Mt,Plesant)  Pa, 
having  been  called  there  by  the  serious  illness  of  her  father.  It  is  said  that 
John  T,  laid  in  the  front  bedroom  (just  off  the  parlor)  for  about  10  days,  and  was 
unable  to  speak  or  move  except  that  he  could  raise  his  fingers  a  little.  When  the 
family  gathered  around  his  be  'side  and  sang  hymns  for  him  (which  he  loved  hearing) 
he  indicated  that  he  heard  them  by  lifting  his  fingers. 

The  following  is  taken  from  a  lengthy  and  "flowery"'  obituary  notice 
which  appeared  in  the  Mount  Pleasant  Journal,  Mount  Pleasant,  Pa.  Friday,  Oct, 

29,  1897,  the  original  of  which  is  in  possession  of  Ralph  -Stauffer  Coughenour - 

"His  (John  T.)  marriage  to  Susan  Strickler  was  blessed  with  14  children. 
The  first  born,  a  son,  died  when  11  months  old,  and  the  family  circle 
remained  unbroken  until  the  father  was  called  away  60  years  later  by 
the  Black  Angel  of  Death. 

Children,  in  order  of  their  birth: 

a.  Henry,  married  Catherine  Booher,  on  1-22-1861.  She  was  a 
descendant  of  Christopher  Booher  and  Catherine  Poe,  a  sister  of 
Adam  and  Andrew  Poe.  Adam  Poe  is  Zoe’ s  ancestor.  Henry  was 
born  12-22-1838. 

b.  David  R,  b,  8-15-1840 
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c.  Joseph  S.  b.  7-24-1842  md.  Florinda  Ebersole  on  10-2 4-187  0 
d*  Elizabeth  b.  1-17-1844,  married  J.M.Yothers, 
e*  Mary,  b..  4-9-1846,  married  John  Sw&in 
f*  Martha,  b*  4-18-1848  -  unmarried 
g*  Abram,  b.  6-26-1850 

h.  Catherine,  b.  7-27-1852,  married  Benjamin  FrankLin  Coughenour 
i*  James  L.  b*  4-15-1854 
j.  Frank  P*  b.  4-8-1856 
k*  Arabelle  b  *  4-1-1858  -  unmarried 

1*  George  W.  b.  12-17-1860  md.  Lucinda  Hesalroad  in  1883 
m.  Meade  b.  4-6-1863 

John  T.  Stauffer,  the  father  of  the  children  listed  above,  first  owned 
the  old  homestead  on  the  farm  at  Everson*  Pa.,  then  moved  to  the  Rice  farm, 
about  a  mile  away,  which  he  bought  in  1864.  His  next  purchase  was  the  Peter 
Galley  farm,  near  Broadford.  Some  three  years  later  he  came  to  Mt.  Pleasant, 
having  bought  the  late  Capt.  Robt.  Warden’s  South  Eagle  St.  property,  which  was 
shortly  afterwards  destroyed  by  fire.  About  1870  he  purchased  the  old 
Stauffer  station  place  from  Christian  Tintsman,  and  he  moved  there*  While 
there  he  built  and  operated  the  Star  Coke  Works,  the  second  plant  of  the  kind 
north  of  Broadford*  He  had  then  amassed  considerable  wealth,  but  reverses, 
caused  by  the  failure  of  others  on  whose  paper  he  was  security,  overtook  him 
and  he  was  compelled  to  make  an  assignment..  He  returned  to  Mt  .Pleasant  in 
1878  and  ever  since  made  this  his  home. 

The  following  information  regarding  the  children  of  John  T*  Stauffer  and 
his  wife ,  Susan  Strickler  Stauffer,  is  taken  from  the  book  entitled  'The 
Oberholtzer  and  Nash  Family  Records'’  by  Rev.-  A.J.  Fretz: 

Page  107. 

a.-  Henry  Stauffer,  b.  12-22-1838  md.  Catherine  Booher  on  1-22-1861* 

£hey  lived  in  Scottsdale,  Pa..  He  was  a  laborer  and  a  Methodist, 
ch:  Alice  b.  11-8-1861,  md.  A. H. Herbert 

Martin  R*  b.  3-30-1863  md*  Emma  Stewart 
Charles  W*  b.  1-16-1865  md*  Mary  Herbert 
Susan  b.  l-lP-~867,  md.  James  Murphy 
Elizabeth,  b*  6-2-186  9  md.  Hayc  '"‘ersing. 

Albert  b.  11-4-1871  md*  Cora  Fretts  (Fretz) 

Lucy  b.  8-6-187  3  —  single 
Page  108  Laura  b.  3-26-1875  md.  John  Beswick 

Rebecca,  b.  10-10-1877  -  single 
Emma,  b. 8-8-187 9  ” 

John  T*  b.  8-24-1881  md.  Daisie  May 
Mary  M.  b.  1-29-1883  d.  7-?-  1883. 
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b.  David  Stauffer  b.  8- lb-1840  -  lived  at  Mt  .Pleasant,  Pa,. 

c.  Joseph  3.  Stauffer,  b,  Fayette  Co.  Pa.  7-24-1842;  md.  Florinda 

Ebersole  10-24-1870.  P.0.  LeCompton,  Kansas.  Fanner.  United 

Brethren  Church. 

children:  Lester,  b.  11-19-1871  md.  Eva  M .Brown  1-1-1892 

Jesse  E.  b.  6-11-1873,  a  pharmacist  at  Gunnison ,;  Colo. 

Clara  Lillian,  b.  2-23-1882  -  single 
twins  ( Edward  E.  b.  5-13-1888 

(Willie  E.  b.  5-13-1888  d.-  5-26-1888 

d.  Elizabeth,  b.  6-17-1844,  md.  Jonas  Yothers,  Mt .Pleasant,  Pa. 
children:  Clyde,  lives  at  601  Church  St.,  Mt  .Pleasant ,  Pa. 

(Note  by  Zoe:  I  owe  Clyde  a  lot  of  appreciation  for  his  help 
and  courtesy  is  sending  me  family  historical  data.) 

e.  Mary,  b.  4-9-1846  md.  John  Swain,  Lived  at  Mt  .Pleasant,  pa. 

f.  Martha  J.  b.  4-18-1848  —  unmarried 

g. .  Abram  D..  b.  6-26-1850,  lived  at  Mt.  Pleasant,  Pa. 

Page  108  h.  Catherine,  b.  7-27-1852;  md.  B.F.Coughenour  on  7-1-1875.  They 

lived  in  La  Crosse  and  Kansas  City,  Kans.  United  Brethren  Church, 
children:  Albert  F.  b.  6-20-1876  d„  12-3-1883 

John  S.  b.  8-17-1878  d.  5-24-1951  -  unmarried 

Ernest  D.  b.  12-13-1882  d.  5-10-1885 

Ralph  3.  (the  subject  of  this  history)  b.  6-17-1887. 

Living  in  Rockaway  Beach,  Mo,  in  1961  with  his 
■second  wife,  Izora  S.Coughenour,  the  writer  of  this 
family  history. 

Hazel,  b.  3-21-1890  md.  S.B.  Stephens,  living  at  53o5 
Mission  Woods  Terrace,  Shawnee,  Mission,  Kansas 
ch:  Stubert 

i.  James  L.  b.  4-15-1854  -  lived  at  Mt  .Pleasant,  Pa. 

j.  Frank  P.  born  4-8-1856  "  ” 

K.  Arabelle  (Belle)  b.  4-1-1858  —  unmarried 

1.  George  W.  b.  12-17-1860  md.  Lucinda  Hesalroad  1883,  P.0. Greene,  Iowa, 
children:  see  next  page.  He  was  a  farmer  —  United  Brethren  Church. 
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children  of  George  W*  Stauffer  and  Lucinda  Hesalroad  Stauffer: 
May,  b.  1-25-1885 
Roy,  b.  11-4-1886  d.  11-27-1886 
Albert  E*  b.  10-26-1887 
Edith  b.  1-5-1889 
Edna  b.  10-27-1890 
Jan  b.  9-29-1893 
Ruth  b.  3-14-1897 
George  V.  b.  12-31-1899 
Fern 

(It  is  Fern  and  Edna  Stauffer  who  sent  Ralph  the  crayon 
portrait  of  Martin  Stauffer) 

m*  Meade  b.  4-6-1863.  Lived  at  Lit  .Pleasant,  Pa.. 

At  this  writing,  September  1961.,  all  the  children  of 
John  T,  and  Susan  Stauffer  are  deceased. 


Generation  V  —  Catherine  Stauffer.  (From  page  108  Oberholtzer  and  Nash 

Family  Record  by  Rev.  A.J.Fretz) 

Catherine  Stauffer,  born  7-27-1852,  d.  7-8-1935.  On  7-1-1875  she 
married  Benjamin  Franklin  Coughenour,  b..  12-4-1852  d*  2-8-1920.  (See  Coughenour 
history)  Both  are  buried  in  Mt. Hope  Cemetery,.  Kansas  City,  Kansas,  and  their  son, 
John,  is  buried  there  beside  them* 

Their  children  have  been  enumerated  under  (h)  on  page  34  of  this 

history.. 


of  Fretz 
book. 


Generation  VI  -  Ralph  Stauffer  Coughenour,  the  subject  of  this  history*  Son  of 
Page  109  Catherine  and  Benjamin  Franklin  Coughenour.  He  was  born  at  LaCrosse 
Kansas  6-17-1887.0  l  cT~n  Pt+OGr  iK 

He  married  (1)  Edith  Merriam,  b.  7-15-1890,  d*  10-31-1936*  She  is 
ried  in  Mt.Hope  Cemetery,  Kansas  City,  Kans. ,  and  was  the  daughter 
of  Willard  Merriam  and  Bessie  Burtner  Merriam* 
children:  Kenneth  M*.  b.  10-17-1913,  md*  Marian  Johnson,  dau.-  of 

William  W*  and  Irene  Everett  Johnson  of  Springfield,  Mo* 
ch:  Ann  Catherine  b..  4r-19-194o  at  Chicago,  Ill* 

Edith  Irene  b*  9-13-1942  at  Chicago,  Ill* 

(William  Johnson 

twmsj  and  born  8-26-1947  at  Atlanta,.  Ga* 

'Ralph  Stauffer 
John  Michael,  b*  2-2-1949 
Sarah  Elizabeth  b.  12-21-1953 
Harriet  Merriam  Coughenour,  b.  12-11-1915,  married 
Calvin  T.  Trotter 

chjMary  Manning  b*  5-17-1941  at  New  Orleans,  La* 
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(children  of  Harriet  and  Calvin  T .Trotter  cont’d) 
Thomas  Calvin,,  b.  9-10-1943  at  Dallas  Tex 
Juliet  Kingsley  b.  11-8-1949  at  Sioux  Falls,  S.D. 
Ralph  Merriam  Coughenour,  b.  8-8-1917  md.  Virginia  Marie 
Martindale  on  HLeb.l,  1941,  dau.  of  Russell  and  Louise 
West  Martindale 

ch:  Catherine  Gray,  b,  3-7-1946  at  Columbus,  Ohio 


Ralph  Stauffer  Coughenour  married  (2nd)  Izora  S. Brooks,  on  May  28, 

1943  at  Christ  Church  Cathedral,  St .Louis „  Mo.  She  was  born 
6-13-1896  at  Denison,  Ohio, the  daughter  of  William  James  Brooks  d.  1947 
and  Cora  Elizabeth  Poe  Brooks  b.  3-12-1876,  d.  1-19-1946.  See  details 
later  on  Izora’ s  history  (known  as  Zoe). 

No  issue  to  this  marriage. 
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REVOLUTIONARY  war  SERVICE 

See  Generation  II  -  Abraham  Stauffer.  Page  29  of  this  family  history. 

He  was  a  Militiaman  -  the  name  of  Abraham  Stauffer  appears  in 
the  Fifth  Class  on  a  return  of  Capt. Christian  Bollinger’s  Co.  Ninth  Battalion 
of  the  Lancaster  Co..  Pa.  Militia,  commanded  by  Col,  John  Huber  (70)  for  the 
year  177  9  (2)  on  the  return  of  Capt.  John  Ashton’s  Company  in  the  3rd 

Battalion  of  Lancaster  County,,  Pa.  for  the  years  1780-81-82,  in  the  War  of  the 
Revolution, 

References:  Vol.  7  p.  893  Pa. Archives  -  Fifth  Series 

226 

248 

288 

Also  -  see  SAR  No.  68974  and  43421 
D.A.R,  No,  169267 

Ralph  Merriam  Coughenour,  son  of  Ralph  Stauffer  Coughenour,  is  a  member  of  the 
5.A.R.  on  ancestor,  Abraham  Stauffer.  His  number  is  National  No.  80821, 
Missouri  No.  846 


THE  OBERHOLTZER  FAMILY 


(Now  called  Overholt  family) 

In  Germany  this  family  must  have  lived  near 
town  called  Holtzer,  for  Ober  means  ’over1' 
it  is  assumed  that  they  lived  on  a  hillside 
overlooking  the  town  or  village* 


a 


T 
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so 


C 
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The  following  history  of  this  family  is  taken  from  the  book  entitled  TThe  uberholtzer 
and  Nash  Family  Histories1'  by  Rev.  A.J.  Fretz,  1903.  This  family  intermarried  with  5 
the  Stauffers  (see  Stauffer  family)  and  a  large  section  of  the  book  is  devoted  to  the 
Stauffer  family. 


t 


Generation  1.  c 

Page  1 -  MARTIN  CBERHOLTZER  —  This  progenitor  of  a  family  numerously  represented 

in  Bucks,  Montgomery  and  Westmoreland  bounties,  Pa.,  Tuscarawas  and  Stark 
Counties,  Ohio,  and  in  other  western  states,  was  born  in  1709  in  Germany  ’thirty  miles 
from  Frankf  ort-on-the-main1' ,  emigrated  to  America  in  the  early  part  of  the  16th  cen¬ 
tury  and  settled  in  Bucks  County,  Pa.,  probably  somewhere  in  Bedminster  Township. 

He  died  April  0,  17  44,  in  his  39th  year.  On  November  2,  1736,  he  married  Agnes -  C 

(maiden  name  unknown,  but  after  Martin  died  she  married  William  Nash,  as  his  third  wife*  c 
Agnes  was  born  April  18,  1713,  probably  in  Germany,  and  died  Feb. -15,  1786.  Both  are 
buried  at  the  old  Mennonite  Graveyard  at  Beep  Run,  Bucks  County,,  Pa.  Nothing  is 
known  of  the  life  and  charact eristics  of  Martin  Oberholtzer.  He,  in  common,  with  L 

others  of  the  Mennonite  faith,  no  doubt  left  the  Fatherland  on  account  of  religious 
persecution  to  which  they  were  subjected  in  their  native  land,  and  fled  to  America,  whic  g 
had  then  become  an  asylum  for  the  oppressed  of  every  nation,  and  where,  under  the 
bright  sunlight  of  religious  freedom,  they  could  worship  God  without  the  least 
restraint.  Thus  early  emigrating  to  America,  while  the  country  was  yet  principally 
a  vast  wilderness,  infested  with  serpents,  wild  beasts,  and  treacherous  savages,  he,  in 
common  with  his  brethren  in  the  faith  endursed  all  the  trials  and  privations  of  pioneer 
settlers. 


It  is  not  known  where  he  lived.  ''He  never  Owned  land  in  fee  in  Bedminstc 
Township  '  but  may  have  been  a  tenant  under  William  Allen,  or  resided  in  an  adjoining 
township.  It  is  not  known  where  he  attended  church  services  as  he  died  before  the 
Deep  Run  and  other  contiguous  churches  were  erected,  but  undoubtedly  in  that  early  day 
the  services  which  he  attended  were  held  in  private  house.  Mennonites.  From  "Hist 01 
of  Westmoreland  County'  Book  1,  in  possession  of  Ralph  Stauffer  Coughenour  (subject  of  t 
family  history)  it  says:  Page  340  —  ‘'Prior  to  his  settling  in  Bucks  County,  Martin 
‘oberholtzer  resided  on  the  Skippack,  in  what  is  now  Montgomery  County.1’ 

Page  341  —  Martin  and  Agnes’  children  were; 

1.  Barbara,  b.  in  Bucks  Co.  11-10-1737,  d.  5-8-1823.  She  md.  Christian  Fretz 
Henry ,  see  following  history  on  Henry,  who  is  Generation  II. 

3.  Maria,  b.  12-19-1740. 

4.  John,  b.  8-8-17 42  d.  12-7-1742. 

5.  Martin,  b.Bucks  Co.  lB-Bo-1743  -  he  married  Esther  Fretz,  dau.  of  Christian  Fretz. 

Their  children  intermarried  with  the  Stauffers,  Grundy,  Burchfield,  Noffziger,  < 
Mumma,  Crites,  Vfeltz,  Kline,  and  Weimer  families. 
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Gen.  II  -  HENRY  03ERH0LTZER  (Overholt)  eldest  son  of  Martin  and  Agnes  Oberholtzer,  vjas 
born  in  Bucks  Co.  Pa.  2-5-1739,  died  in  Westmoreland  County,  13-5-1813  and  he  is  buried 

at  Alverton. 

He  married,  1-3-1763,  Anna  Beitler  (also  spelled  Beidler)  born  in  Milford 
Township,  Bucks  Co.  3-24-3745,  died  4-5-1835  —  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Anna  Meyer  Beitler, 
xie  former  a  native  of  Germany  and  the  Pioneer  of  the  Bucks  Co.  family  of  that  name, 
and  the  latter  a  dau.  of  Hans  Meyer,  the  pioneer  settler  in  Upper  Salford  Township, 
Montgomery  County,  Pa.  Jacob  Beitler  also  was  a  Rev.  War  soldier  and  rendered 

great  service  in  that  war. 


Henry  Overholt's  homestead,  called  ''Overhold  '  in  Bucks  Co.  (of  which  Ralph 
Stauffer  Coughenour  has  a  picture)  was  a  tract  of  1754  acres  and  44  perches  at  Beep  Run 
in  Bedminster  Township,  adjoining  the  Mennonite  church  property,  which  William  Allen 
conveyed  to  Abraham  Black  (Swartz)  May  10,  1762.  Abraham  Black  assigned  all  his  rights 
to  above  deed  9-20-1763  to  Agnes  Nash,  widow  of  William  Nash  of  Bedminster  and  mother 
of  Henry  Overholt  b  her  first  husband,  Martin  Oberholtzer. 

On  April  25,  1800,  Henry  and  wife  Anna  sold  this  homstead,  which  had  been 
conveyed  to  them  by  Agnes  Nash  on  Nov»7 ,  177  4®  They  sold  it  to  Andrew  Loux  (Loucks) 

for  the  sum  of  L-1500,  gold  and  silver  money.  The  old  homestead  is  now  (in  1903) 
occupied  and  owned  by  Samuel  Leatherman*  After  disposing  of  his  property  in  Bucks 
Co.  Henry  Overholt  with  his  family,  emigrated  to  Westmoreland  County,  Pa.  and  settled 
on  a  tract  of  then  wild  land,  since  known  as  the  Overholt  homestead,  in  West  Overton, 
in  E. Huntington  township  —  Farmer  —  Mennonite s. 


List  of  children  taken  from  Rev.  A  J.Fretz’  book,  mentioned  above. 

Page  64  1.  Agnes  b.  10-15-1765  d  6-15-1850  -  married  Christian  Fretz 

2.  Maria  b.-  12-22-1766  d — - - md.  John  Myers.  No  issue 

’  65  3.  Jacob  b.  10-15-1768  d.  5-10-1847  md.  Elizabeth  0stweiler 

"  73  4.  Anna,  b.  11-25-1770  d.  3-15-1845  md.  Peter  Loucks  who  d.  7-10-1825 

5.  Martin,  b.  11-1772  d.  in  Sangamon  County,  Ill.  6-18-1835 

md.  Catherine  Overholt  (his  cousin) 

6.  Barbara,  b.  4-1775  md.  Jacob  Dur stine,  b.  4-3-1773 

"  103  7.  Elizabeth  -  she  is  generation  No.  3  -  her  history  follows. 

8.  Henry,  b.  7-10-177  9.  In  1809  he  md.  Miss  Myers.  That  is,  he  was 

supposed  to  marry  her  but  before  the  day  set  for  the  marriage 
he  was  kicked  by  a  horse  and  died  4-10-1809.  Buried  at 
Beep  Run  Meeting  House,  in  Bucks  Co.  Pa. 

”  109  9.  Sarah  b.  2-11-1781  -  died  single. 

10.  Abraham  b.  4-19-1784  d.  1-15-1870.  On  April  2o,  1809  he  married 
Maria  Btauffer,  dau.  of  Rev.  John  and  Elizabeth  Stauffer. 

This  is  the  Abraham  who  started  the  distillery  business. 

"  122  11.  Christian,  b.  7-18-1786  d.  in  Hancock  Co.  Ohio  1-11-1868. 

Md.  Elizabeth  Stauffer  b.  1-19-1794  d.  11-21-1887.  Mennonites 
131  12*  Susannah  b.  1-13-1789  —  died  single. 


See  next  page  for  Generation  3  —  Elizabeth  Overholt 
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Generation  III  -  Elizabeth  Overholt , 


Page  102  of  She  was  born  in  Bucks  Co.  Pa.  June  10,  1777  ;  died  in  1833;  married 

Fretz  book  Martin  Stauffer.  He  was  born  in  Lancaster  Co.  Pa.  8-01-1780,  d. 

in  Fayette  Co.  Pa.  3-8-1869.  Farmer  -  Mennonite  (See  Stauffer  history) 


When  Elizabeth  died  in  1833,  Martin  Stauffer  married  her  sister, 

Anna  Overholt  Loucks,  who  was  then  a  widow  for  Peter  Loucks  had  died 
in  1805. 


P.  100 


Generation  IV 
Pa£e  107  of 
Fretz  book 


The  children  of  Elisabeth  Overholt  and  Martin  Stauffer  were: 

1.  Abraham  b.  10-31-1802  d.5-13-1849.  Md.  Mary  Newcomer  3-15-1827. 

2.  Henry,  b.  2-5-1804  d,  1-26-1849.  Md.  Catherine  Hough.  No  issue. 
Henry’s  second  wife  was  Susanna  Mewmyer  b.  10-22-1809  d.  4-5-1888 

Their  children:  Smith  ,  Catherine,  Mason,  Henry, 

Josiah,  Jacob  and  James 

3.  Anna,  b.  11-21 -1806  d.  10-6-1875,  Md.  Henry  Sherrick.  He  was 
b.  1804  d.  in  Mo.  106-1875.  Farmer,  Church  of  God.  He  died  at 

5  AM  and  she  at  10  AM  -  just  5  hours  apart.  Of  their  children, 
Daniel  and  Abraham  died  the  same  day,  and  Mary  and  Anna  were 
buried  in  one  grave,  thus  ther~  were  3  double  funerals  in  this 
family.  Children  were:  Martin,  Daniel,  Abraham,  Elizabeth,  Sarah, 

Joseph,  Anna,  Mary,.  Catharine. 

4..  Sarah,  b,  1-14-1811  md.  Samuel  Heath  in  1830.  He  was  b.  1807  , 
d.  1864.  Children:  John,  Elizabeth,  Mary,  Joseph, 

Martin,.  Abraham,  and  Maria.. 

5.  John  T.  Stauffer 

He  was  born  in  Fayette  Co,.  Pa,.  3-7-1815,  and  on  2-2-1837  he 
married  Susan  Strickler.  He  was  a  farmer,  and  Methodist, 


See  Stauffer  family  issue  for  history  of  this  family. 


HENRY  uVERHQLT  -  Gen. 2.  History  and  the  census  of  1790  lists  him  as  follows: 

3  white  free  males  of  16  and  upward,  including  head  of  family; 

2  white  free  males  under  16  years. 

e  free  white  females  incl..  head  of  family.  Bucks  Co,.  Pa. 

His  Revolutionary  War  service:  The  name  of  Henry  Overholt  appears  in  Class  8  on  a 
'Return  of  the  Company  associators  and  others  in  their  classes  in  Bedminster  Town¬ 
ship,  Bucks  Co.  Pa.  1780,  in  the  War  of  the  Revolution.  "  Pa.  Archives,  5th  Series, 
Vol..  5,  page  37  4.  And,  the  name  of  Henry  Overholt  appears  in  Class  8  on  a  "Return 
of  all  the  classes  belonging  to  Capt.  William  McHenry’ s  Company  in  Bedminster  Town¬ 
ship,  Bucks  Co.  Pa.  June  12,  1781”  in  the  War  of  the  Revolution.  Pa.  Archives,  5th 
Series,  Volume  5,  page  37  9, 

Harriet  Coughenour  Trotter,  daughter  of  Ralph  Stauffer  Coughenour,  has  entered  the 
Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution  Society,  Aurora,  Ill.  Chapter  on  the  record  of 
her  ancestor,  Henry  Overholt.  She  is  National  No.  480-199. 


THE  STRICKLER  COAT  OF  ARKS 

In  the  library  of  Zurich,  Switzerland,  is  a  book  entitled 
‘’Jacob  hull’s  Wappen  der  lobitchen  Burgerschaft  in  Zurich,  1844'', 
which  contains  the  coat  of  arms,  in  colors,  of  the  old  families  of 
Zurich  and  their  names,  including  that  of  the  Strickler  family. 

There  is  no  motto  accompanying  this  coat  of  arms.  However, 

Harry  Strickler,  in  his  bock  ‘’Forerunners'’  about  the  Strickler 
family,  explains  is  thus: 

There  are  three  green  mountains  (Dreiberg)  at  the  bottom 
of  the  shield,  surmounted  by  three  roses  with  leaves,  and  this 
same  motif  is  also  carried  in  the  hand  of  the  young  knight  at  the 
top  of  the  shield,  just  above  the  helmet.  The  mountains  and 
rose  foliage  are  bright  green,  the  roses  are  deep  red,  the  shield 
itself  is  gold,  as  is  also  the  young  knight’s  jacket  and  hair. 

The  feathered  wings  on  each  side  of  the  helmet  and  shield 
are  covered  with  slanting  green  lines,  with  the  very  tip  ends  in 
vertical  red  lines.- 

In  Christian  symbolism  the  rose  represents  immortality. 

The  crest  therefore  has  a  Christian  significance  in  that  the  three 

roses,  three  stalks  and  the  three  mountains  -  three  times  three  - 

represent  the  Holy  Trinity.  The  figure  carries  a  bunch  of  roses 
instead  of  a  sword;  immortality  instead  of  death;  peace  instead 
of  war. 


The  name  of  Strickler  means  to  weave  or  knit.  St  rich  also 
means  a  strip  of  land. 


(Hote;  This  coat  of  arms  drawing  done  freehand  style 
by  Izora  3 .Coughenour,  and  copied  from  the 
one  shown  in  the  book  ''Forerunners1’ ) 
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THE  STRICKLER  FAMILY 


From  a  book  entitled  '’Forerunners'’  -  a  History  or  Genealogy  of  the  Strickler 
Families,  by  Harry  M..  Strickler,  Harrisonburg,  Virginia,  published  in  1925,  it  says, 

on  page  2  — 

’’There  is  an  old  German  Bible  at  Martin  Kauffmans  (Mill  Creek),  ’whose 
wife  was  a  Strickler,  which  has  on  it  the  inscription  'Zurich  Switzerland,  1536''. 

It  is  a  curiousity  and  may  be  seen  at  any  time.  1 


This  old  Bible  was  published  in  Zurich  by  Christoff  el  Froschouer,  and  is 
printed  in  large  German  type,  with  many  engravings  throughout.  It  is  bound  in 
leather  and  has  brass  corners  and  claps.  The  title  page  or  frontispiece  is  a 
beautiful  engraving  consisting  of  12  pictures  illustrating  12  different  scenes 
in  the  book  of  Genesis,  from  the  creation  of  Heaven  and  earth  to  the  fall  of 
Adam*-  The  dimensions  of  the  Book  are  14§  Inches  long,  10  in.  wide  and  4j-  in. thick* 
At  the  time  Harry  Strickler  (now  deceased)  wrote  this  book  the  Bible  was  in 
possession  of  Mrs..  S.H*Modisett  of  Mill  Creek,  Page  County,.  Va.  Her  mother  was  a 
Strickler,  dau  of  Jacob  Strickler. 

Mr.  Oscar  Kuhns  of  the  Dept,  of  Romance  Languages  in  Wesleyan  University, 
Middletown,  Conn,  says  that  Conrad  Strickler,  one  of  the  forebears  of  this  family, 
was  made  prisoner  in  June  1644  and  brought  to  the  City  of  Zurich  and  shut  up  with 
others  of  the  brethren.  His  wife  was  also  shut  up  in  the  prison  of  Oetenback, 
where  she  remained  a  long  tine  imprisoned,  but  thanks  to  God  become  free  once  more. 
They  handed  over  his  property  to  his  son,  but  made  him  pay  50  0  Gulden  (Florin) 
as  a  tax  to  the  government.  (Translated  from  Ein  Warbaf tiger  Bencht,  etc.). 

In  the  library  of  Zurich,  Switzerland,  is  a  book  entitled  "Jacob  hull’s 
Wappen  der  loblichen  Burgers chaft  in  Zurich,  1844',  which  contahs  the  coat  of 
arms  in  colors  of  the  old  families  of  Zurich  and  their  names,  including  that  of  the 
Strickler  family. 


Strickler  —  its  meaning 


The  German  word  Sticker  (or  Strieker)  means  to  weave  orkiit.  Seidensticker 
means  a  silk  ?;eaver.  One  early  member  of  this  Strickler  family  was  such  a  famous 
weaver  that  he  wove  a  huge  banquet  cloth  and  showed  all  place  settings  of  china  and 
silver,  in  different  colors,  woven  right  in  with  the  cloth.  It  caused  much  con¬ 
versation  and  sightseers  came  from  all  over  to  look  at  it. 

The  Stricklers  of  today  are  very  nearly''  all  living  on  the  shotes  of  the 
lake  of  Zurich,  Canton  Zurich,  and  fewer  in  the  neighboring  Canton  of  Zug.  At  the 
time  of  the  Reformation  the  Canton  of  Zug  remained  catholic,  while  Zurich  accepted 
the  new  creed  preached  by  Zwingli.  The  Stricklers  living  at  Zug  are  Catholic,  and 
those  of  Zurich  are  Protestants  or  more  exactly  expressed  ’Zwinglians" ,  there  being 
a  small  difference  between  Zwinglians,  and  Calvinists  and  Lutherans .  Horgan,  a 
city  on  Lake  Zurich,  now  has  a  big  number  of  Stricklers  living  there. 
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In  fact,  Horgen  is  called  "'The  cradle  of  the  Tribe’,  and  practically  all  of  the 
Stricklers  in  Switzerland  today  live  within  a  radius  of  lo  miles  of  Horgen* 

After  emigrating  to  America  the  Stricklers  separated,  some  going  to  the 
Pennsylvania  districts  and  others  to  the  Valley  of  the  Shenandoah,  which  means 
Daughter  of  the  Stars,  Hence,  we  have  a  very  vast  number  of  Stricklers  living 

in  Virginia  and  that  part  of  the  country,  and  also  many  of  them  living  in 
the  southern  and  southwest  part  of  Pennsylvania ,  which  of  course  was  part  of 
Virginia  territory  at  one  time. 

During  my  search  for  information  pertaining  to  the  Strickler  family,  I  was 
referred  to  Werner  Strickler,  of  37  Grunaustrasse,  7/adenswil,  Switzerland,  and  we 
developed  quite  a  correpondence.  Werner  is  a  teacher,  is  married  and  has  two 
children.  He  also  has  a  summer  home  at  Horgen  on  Lake  Switzerland,  Among  other 
things  he  sent  me  was  a  lineage  chart  of  the  Stricklers  of  Switzerland,  which 
carries  the  family  back  to  1231  AD.  This  chart  is  in  the  masterscrapbook  of  this 
family  history,  in  possession  of  Ralph  Stauffer  Coughenour. 

Werner  v/rote  me  (Zoe)  under  date  of  Nov, 5th,  1959  and  said: 

’1,  IVernly  Strickler,  his  wife  Anna,  and  the  brother  Klaus  we  re,  of  course  all 
Roman  Catholics,  The  Reformation  took  place  in  1526  whilst  these  people 
lived  about  1350.  After  the  Reformation  most  of  the  people  of  Wadenswil 
and  Richterswil,  also  Zurich,  got  to  be  Protestants  (Zwingli),  Only  a  few 
Stricklers  remained  Catholics,  especially  because  they  had  a  materialistic 
interest  for  doing  so.  One,  for  instance,  was  a  painter  and  painted  Churches, 
so  he  remained  a  Catholic.  But  they  could  not  stay  any  longer  in  Wadenwwil 
and  Richterswil,  the  very  places  from  where  the  Stricklers  are  coming,  but 
they  emigrated  to  the  neighboring  Canton  of  Zug,  who  remained  Catholic. 

2.  If  you  wish  to  get  in  touch  with  people  of  the  Strickler  Society  of  U.S.A.  I 
think  it  would  oe  best  to  write  to  Mrs.  Newcomer  or  to  Mr.  Sari  Strickler, 

(Note  by  Zoe:  I  did  write  to  Earl  and  will  quote  part  of  his  answer 
following  this  quotation  from  Werner1 s  letter) 

5.  Two  very  interesting  books  about  the  Stricklers  were  written  by  Harry  Strickler, 
now  deceased,  one  called  Forerunners'’  (which  we  have)  and  the  other  ’’The 

Stricklers  of  Pennsylvania  ’  which  is  out  of  print  and  which  we  have  been  unable 
to  find. 

4.  The  story  you  mention  about  the  origin  of  the  Strickler  from  Richterswil  is 
true  and  well  known  to  me.  Since  many  years  I  worked  on  a  history  of  the 
family. and  most  of  all  Strickler  branches  are  well  known  to  me.  It  was  and  it 
yul-}-l  Is  a  great  joo.  It  is  believed  that  the  farm  sold  was  sold  to  the 
Cloister^ of  Einsiedeln, .  a  wonderful  and  very  rich  Cloister  about  12  miles  from 
/Vadenswil  and  Richterswil.  '.tfith  kindest  regards  from  myself,  my  wife  my 
daughter  Elizabeth  and  son  Peter, 

Vferner  Strickler'* 

pote  by  Zoe:  I  have  several  pages  copied  from  the  Stricklers  of  Pa.  by  Harry 

o trickier.  This  copying  was  done  by  '.Jerner  and  sent  to  me.  It  is  in  the  master- 
scrapbook. ) 
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The  3tricklers  originated  from  Richterswil,  Canton  of  Zurich.  Their 
ancestor  is  Rudi  on  the  Strick  (1350)  and  the  name  is  derived  from  Strick,  which 
in  high  German  means  a  long  piece  of  land,  where  Rudi  lived.  oo,  tne  name 
Stri elder  in  addition  to  meaning  expert  weaver,  also  means  a  long  strip  of  land. 
Rudi’s  son  Wernly,  with  his  wife  Anna,  and  with  the  consent  of  his  brother  Klaus, 
a  monk  of  the  Cloister  Wadenswil,  sold  their  farm  'Fridhuepsch"  to  the  Cloister 
in  the  year  1391.  An  old  document  of  the  Cloister  testifies  to  this  fact. 

The  Strickler  Association  received  a  handpainted  Crest  or  Coat  of  Arms  from  aerr 
Gustav  S trickier  in  1934,  (This  is  the  one  reproduced  in  this  family  history). 


Under  date  of  Hay  5th,  1960,  Werner  Strickler  wrote  me  (Zoe)  and  sent  me 
a  beautiful  booklet  telling  about  and  illustrating  the  Cloister  of  Einsiedeln, 
where  Klaus  Strickler,  mentioned  above,  was  a  monk  in  the  early  days,  and  this 
Cloister  was  enlarged  and  new  buildings  added  on  the  land  sold  to  the  Cloister 
by  the  Stricklers. 

The  Cloister  is  located  high  in  the  mountains,  a  remote  shrine  in  the 
Finsterer  Wald,  meaning  Dark  Forest.  It  is  now  easily  reached  from  Zurich, 

Zug  or  Horgen.  It  was  founded  by  the  Hermit  Honk  St.Meinrad  in  861  AD.,  but 
one  icy  winter’s  day  Jan.  list  861  he  w&s  clubbed  to  death  by  two  ruffians.  The 
Cloister  is  in  honor  of  Our  -Cady  of  Hermits  and  Divine  services  are  held  there 
to  this  very  day. 


As  Werner  suggested,  I  wrote  to  Earl  Strickler  Curator  of  The  Columbia 
Museum  of  Horological  Antiquities,  at  Columbia,  Pa.  and  received  a  prompt  reply 
under  date  of  Jan. 7  ,  1960,  from  which  I  quote  as  follows: 

''Werner  is  doing  a  commendale  job  on  the  Swiss  branch;  a  few  years 
ago  I  visited  with  him,  and  stood  on  ground  which  has  been  owned  by 
Stricklers  since  13511  A  year  or  so  ago  when  another  cousin  of  ours, 
Mary  Jane  leader,  whose  husband  was  then  Governor  of  Pennsylvania, 
heard  me  expounding  about  the  Stricklers,  she  took  the  Governor  and 
visited  Zurich  also..  General  Dan  Strickler  was  also  there  in  recent 
years.  '* 


Now  that  the  foregoing  tells  you  all  about  the  famous  Strickler  family 
of  Switzerland  and  USA,  let’s  get  down  to  the  business  of  showing  Ralph  Stauffer 
Coughenour’s  lineage  in  connection  with  that  family. 


From  M.L.Heisey  of  Lancaster,  Pa.,  a  registered  Geanologist  —  he  says: 

Hans  Jacob  Strickler  came  to  America  on  the  ship  ''Charming  Nancy'  from 
Rotterdam,  Oct.  8,  1737.  Pennsylvania  German  Pioneers ,  by  Straussberger  &  Hincke, 
vol.  1,  p.  189. 

Generation  1  —  Jacob  Strickler,  from  Records  of  the  H resbyterian  Church,  Churchville, 

Bucks  Co.,  Pa.  Pa.  Archives,  2nd  Series,  Vol,  9  p.  508. 

He  was  born  1699  and  he  married  Lucretia  Staats,  b.  7-10-1693, 
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daughter  of  Peter  Staats  of  Bensalem  Township,  Bucks  Go.  pa. 

Children  of  Jacob  and  Lucretia  (Staats)  Strickler  were  as 
follows: 

1.  Susanna  Garrason,  b.  1-16-1719,  married  on  3-17-1739,  to 
John  Lewis  -  had  son,  Joseph  Lewis,  baptized  7-15-1753  at 
Churchville.. 

2..  Elizabeth,  b.  11-29-1724,  md.  9-21-1749  to  Matthew  Aaresen 
(Arsen).  Had  Elizabeth,  baptized  3-18-1743 

Mattheus,  baptized  April  6,  1755 
Jacob,  baptized  1757. 

3.  Jacob,  b.  2-16-1726,  md.  in  1749  to  Elizabeth  Halsmot.  Had 
8  children  all  baptized  at  Churchville  (See  Jacob  and 
Elizabeth,  Generation  II. ) 

4.  Peter,  b.  4-8-1729 

5. -  Anna,  b.  6-20-1731,  md.  9-19-1752  to  Cerak  Titus.  Had  a 

daughter,  Lucretia,  baptized  4-18-1754.  Anna  also  had 
a  daughter  after  Cerak  died  but  which  was  his  child,  named 
Mary,  baptized  12-26-1757,  sponsor  Matthew  Aaer son. 

6.  Mary  b,.  2-15-1734,  md..  5-29-1766  to  John  Keen  at  St. 

Michaels  and  Zion  Lutheran  Church,  Philadelphia.  Had  5 
daughters  all  baptized  at  Churchville  Reformed  Church: 

Lucretia,  Esther,  Elizabeth,  Maria,  and  Nancy. 

The  aboye  names  and  dates  of  birth  are  from  an  old  family 
record  ’n  possession  of  Mr.  Wm.  Strickler,  York,  Pa.  Dates  of  marriages  are  £rOm 
Pennsylvania  Archives  and  church  records.  The  will  of  Reter  Staats  of  Bensalem, 
Bucks  Co.  dated  3-28-1745,  mentions  daughter  Lucretia,  wife  of  Jacob  Strickler, 
but  shows  following  children:  (then  lists  children  of  Jacob  who  married 

Elizabeth  Halsmot  or  Halstadt) 

Generation  II.  JACOB,  b.  2-16-1726  d.  1787;  md.  Elizabeth  Halsmot  (or  Halstadt) 

in  17  49  at  Churchville  Pres  by.  Church,.  Bucks  Co.  Pa. 
children: 

1.  Jacob  b.  12-5-1749,  baptized  3-29-1750,  settled  in  Fayette  Co. 

2.  John,  b.  6-14—1752,  baptized  11-5-1752. 

3.  Peter,  b.  12-10-1754,  bapt.  4-6-1755,  md.  Nancy  Groom. 

4.  Shadrach  (Serrick)  b.  11-28-1758;  bapt.  1-28-17 5 9. 

5.  Abraham,  b.  7-18-1761;  bapt.  10-18-1861;  taxed  as  a  single  man 
in  Middletown  in  1787. 

6.  Isaac,  b.  1-13-1764;  bapt.  2-26-1764.. 

7.  Joseph  b..  6-18-1767;  bapt. 8-2-17 67  ;  md.  Barbara  ? 

8.  Elizabeth,  b.  5-15-1770;  bapt. 8-5 -1770;  nd.2-11-17 90  to 
J  ohn  Mat chner. 

All  these  children  were  bapt.  in  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church,  South¬ 
ampton,  Bucks  Co.  Pa. 

Generation  1 1 1- JACOB  STRICKLER  Jr.  came  to  Fayette  Co.  Pa.  about  1787  and 

settled  in  Tyrone  Township.  On  1-13-1789,  he  received  a  deed  from 
Jacob  Stewart  for  394  acres,  situated  on  Jacob’s  Creek.  Here  he 
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established  his  hone,  built  a  grist  mill  and  a  sawmill.  He  married 
Elizabeth  Stewart,  sister  of  Jacob  Stewart,  and  they  lived  on  this  farm 
the  remainder  of  their  lives.  Before  his  death,  Jacob  divided  the  farm 
among  his  four  sons  and  gave  them  deeds  for  the  same.  His  will  is 
registered  in  Uniontown,  Pa.  He  is  enumerated  in  the  first  census  of 
17  90  in  Tyrone  Township,  Fayette  Co.  Pa. 

He  served  in  the  Revolution  in  Southampton  Company, 

Capt.  John  Folwell,  Bucks  Co..,  Pa.  (Pa.  Archives, 

5th  Series,  Vol.  5,  p.  309. 

Jacob  Strickler  died  10-39-1838,  aged  75  years.  They  are  buried  in 
the  family  graveyard  on  a  corner  of  the  farm  near  Owensdale,  Pa. 

Their  children: 

1.  Elizabeth,  md.  John  Strickler  of  Dunbar  Township,  Fayette  Co.  Pa. 

2.  Mary,  md.  Jacob  Longanecker. 

3.  Henry,  md.  Elizabeth  Newmyer. 

4.  Barbara  Ann,  md. _ Stauffer.  Their  son  Jacob  Stauffer  md. 

Elizabeth  Keiser. 

5.  Rev.  John  Strickler,  md..  (1)  Mariah  Hough 

(4)  Rhoda  Reeves 

6.  Jacob,  md.  Mary  Fiscus 

7.  David,  md.  Anna  Whitmore;  settled  in  Adams  County,  Ill. 

Generation  IV  -  Henry  Strickler,  son  of  Jacob  and  Elizabeth  (Stewart)  Strickler 
was  b.  5-30-1785;  d.  8-34-1854.  Md.  3-30-1806  to  Elizabeth  Newmyer,  b. 
7-5-1786,  d.  3-17-1857;  dau.  of  Peter  Newmyer.  They  lived  all  their 
married  life  in  Tyrone  Township,  Fayette  Co.  and  areburied  in  the 
Strickler  Family  burying  ground  on  the  farm.  Farmer  and  blacksmith. 
Methodist  •- 
Children: 

1.  Jacob,  b.  3-13-1807,  md.  Elizabeth  Fiscus 

3.  Mary,  b.  9-33-1809,  md.  John  Hough  and  moved  to  Ohio 

3.  Henry  Jr.  b.  8-33-1811,  md.  Margaret  Snyder 

4.  John  N.  b.  9-38-1813,  md.  (1)  Mary  Ann  Boyd  (3)  Sarah  Littell. 

5.  Samuel,  b.  7-13-1815;  md.  Mary  Ann  Hough 

6.  David  b.  8-33-1817,  d.  3-3-1855,  unmarried 

7.  Isaac,  b.  11-33-1819,  md.  Catherine  Heath 

8.  Susan,  b.  13-35-1831,  md.  John  T.  Stauffer 

9.  Joseph,  b.  4-10-1833,  md.  Barbara  Newcomer 

10.  Elizabeth,  b.  3-9-1835,  md.  William  Stacy 

11.  George  ',V.  b.  4-10-1837,  md.  Susan  Johnson 
• 

Generation  V.  SUSAN  STRICKLER,  who  married  John  T.  Stauffer.  She  was  Ralph 

Stauffer  Coughenour’s  grandmother.  See  Stauffer  family  history. 
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The  foregoing  completes  the  fam.il/  history,  forebears  and  children,  of 


RALPH  STAUFFER  C0UGHENOUR 
o  if1 

Ro  ckaway  B  ea ch ,  Mi  s  s  our i  u  H.  v  ^  ^ 

as  accurately  and  as  completely  as  I  have  been  able  to  compile  it.  I  hereby 
certify  that  all  records  have  been  taken  from  reliable  sources,  specified  in 
each  generation  where  possible,  and  I  further  certify  that  I  believe  it  to  be 
true  in  every  respect. 

Therefore,  I  dedicate  this  family  history,  --M:  love,  to  my  husband 
Ralph  Stauffer  Coughenour. 


of  Taney,  State  of  Missouri. 

My  commission  expires  Aug.  11,  1965. 


On  page  171  of  "WHO’S  WHO  IN  THE  MIDWEST"  and  on  page  263  of  'WHO’S  WHO  IN 
COMMERCE  AND  INDUSTRY  -  11th  International  Edition"  the  following  biographical  sketch 
is  given: 

COUGHENOUR,,  Ralph  S.  ,  Banker,  hotel  Exec;  b.  LaCrosse,  Kans.  6-17-1887, 
son  Benjamin  Franklin  Coughenour  and  Catherine  Stauffer  Coughenour; 
grad. High  School  Kansas  City,  Kans.  1905;  md.  Edith  Merriam  11-15-1911 
( dec  .Oct .31 ,  1936 ) ;  children  -  Kenneth  Merriam,  Harriet  (Mrs. Calvin  T. Trotter) , 
Ralph  Merriam;  md.  2nd  -  Izora  Sarah  Brooks,  May  2b,  1943.  Assoc,  with 
Armour  and  Company  1.905  -  retired  as  Dept. head  1946;  operated  Hotel 
Taneycomo  and  Hotel  Rockaway,  Rockaway  Beach,  Mo.,  1930  as  avocation, 
spending  weekends  overseeing  operations  during  resort  seasons,  became 
vocation  in  1946;  pres.  dir.  Peoples  Bank,  Branson,,  Mo.  Pres.  Rockaway 
Beach  Water  Co..  Past  Pres.  Ozark  Playgrounds  Assoc.,  Joplin,  Mo.  Dir. 

Mo..  Hotel  Association.  Republican.  Member  (formerly)  of  St. Paul’s 
Union  Church,  Chicago  -  Clubs:  Lake  Shore,  Chicago  (now  resigned  from  it), 
Hickory  Hills  Country  Club,  Springfield,  Mo.  Home  -  "Taneywood" , 

Rockaway  Beach,  Mo.  Office  -  The  Merriam  Co.,  Rockaway  Beach,.  Mo. 


Since  his  retirement,  Ralph  3. Coughenour  and  his  wife,  Izora  S .Coughenour, 
have  indulged  their  desire  to  travel,  during  the  wintertime,  and  have  visited  many 
faraway  lands,  such  as  the  Orient,  Phillipines,  South  America ,  Caribbean  area, 
Mexico,  North  Africa,  Mediterranean  area,  Holy  Land,  Greece>  Egypt,  and  most  of 
Europe. 
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As  of  this  writing,  uctober,  1961,  Ralph  S. Coughenour' s  son,  Ralph  Merriam 
Coughenour  is  Manager  of  The  Merriam  Company  hotel  properties  at  Rockaway  Beach, 
Mo.  His  oldest  son,  Kenneth  Merriam  Coughenour,  is  Manager  of  Swift  &  Co.'s 
plant  at  Alm&hft-,— Nebraska-.  j  h  \£V~Uc=> -<£>Ca  l-A 


Izora  Sarah  Brooks  Coughenour  was  born  June  13,  1896  at  Denison,  Ohio,  the 
daughter  of  Cora  Elizabeth  Poe  and  William  James  Brooks.  Her  two  sisters  are: 
Margaret  (Mrs .Ralph  M.  Woodley,  now  deceased),  and  Minnie  (Mrs.  Arlie  White)  of 
Chicago,  Ill. 

Izora  S.  Coughenour  is  DAR,  No.  312, £17  on  Ancestor  Adam  Poe,  buried  at 
Massillon,  Ohio.  She  also  belongs  to  Taneycomo  Chapter,  DAR,  Forsyth,  Mo., 
and  r&sr  Lineage  Research  Chairman  N.S.D.A.R.  for  the  State  of  Missouri. 

VU  AS 


All  research  material  and  data  pertaining  to  this  family  history  are  in 
possession  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ralph  Stauffer  Coughenour,  Rockaway  Beach,  Missouri, 
together  with  old  family  pictures  of  the  various  generations  and  children  listed. 


All  Revolutionary  War  ancestors  in  this  family  history  are 
marked  by  a  RED  Cross  beside  their  names. 


MRS.  RALPH  S.  COUGHENOUR 
9216  N.  109th  AVE. 

SUN  CITY.  ARIZ.  85351 


0^133-1 17^ 


Author  Unknown 


-47- 


I  want  to  extend  my  deepest  appreciation  of  the  help,  interest,  and 
generosity  of  the  people  listed  below.  All  during-my  search  and  compilation 
of  this  family  history  they  untiringly  encouraged  me  and  aided  me  by  sending 
such  information  as  they  xbad,  also  old  family  pictures,  memorials,  etc.  to  be 
used  in  the  master  scrapbook.  Through  the  years  of  this  search  many  distant 
relatives  were  unearthed,  family  communications  were  restored,  and  new  friends 
were  made.  I  am  most  grateful  to  all  of  them. 


Izora  S.Coughenour, 
(known  as  "ZOE") 


Lena  Hastings  Johansen  (Mrs.  J.W.  )  one  of  the  Coughenours 
<37 to  Hedrick  Drive,  Tuscon,  Arizona 


Orland  H.Coughenour 

137  B.S. Cordova,  Burbank,  Calif. 

Mrs.  H .Stanley  Bent, 

£37  0  Adair  St.,  (a  Stauffer) 

San  Marino,  Calif. 

Olive  E. Henry  (Mrs.  Robt.B.) 

1014  Park  Avenue, 

Quakertown,  Pa.  (Stauffer) 

Misses  Fern  and  Edna  Stauffer 
316  No.  First  St., 

Greene,  Iowa 


Raymond  Coughenour 
414  Morgantown  St. , 
Uniontown,  Pa. 


Allen  J. Coughenour 
1935  Lugo  Avenge 
San  Bernardino,  Calif. 


Ella  R.Dean 
RFD  1  Box  48 
New  Salem,  Ill. 
(a  Coughenour) 


Mrs. John  II. Miller 
c/o  F .B.King 

P.O.Box  3o3,  Seanor,  Pa. 
(a  Stauffer) 


Lucile  Keil 
(Mrs. J  ohn) 

1110  W . 3rd 
Coffeyville,  Kans 
(A  Coughenour) 


Katherine  Scott 
(Mrs.  R. Warren  Scott) 
4-10  Wellman  Ave. ,  3.E. 
Massillon,.  0. 


Mr.  Cloyce  Coughenour  The  Rev.  S.S.Blough 
Glencoe,  Pa.  Retired  Minister  of 

the  Brethren 
Greeneville,  Ohio 

Mr.  Werner  Strickler, 

Zurich,  Switzerland 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  C1  yde  Yothers 
601  S. Church  St. , 

Mount  Pleasant,  Pa.  (Stauffer) 


Mr.  Eber  Cockley,  President  Mrs.  Tom  Tepper, 
Somerset  County,  Pa.  Historical  3q1  College  Ave. 
and  Genealogy  Society  Mt .Pleasant,  Pa. 

Somerset,  Pa. 


Mrs.  Jacob  G.  Suder, 

R.l,  Berlin,  Pa. 

Mrs.  Audrey  Parks 
4£o  E. Maiden  St.  , 
Washington,  Pa.  (my  cousin) 

Mr.  Ira  Landis, 

Mennonite  Minister 
Baresville,  Pa. 


Mrs.  Robt.  C. Clarke, 
Registered  Genealogist 
2o3g  W.Park  Ave. , 

Myers town,  Pa. 


Mr.  Luther  Heisey 
Regi s .Genealogist 
£37  No.  Lime  St.,. 
Lancaster,.  Pa. 

Higinbotham 


Mr.  and  Mrs. Herbert  V 
Route  40  -  New  Salem,  Pa 


and  to  the  National  Societies,  Daughters  and  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution. 


3203  3 


« 


